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ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE FY2013/2014 REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) has been surveying for chronic wasting
disease (CWD) for the past 16 years. The Department continues monitoring efforts to verify that
CWD has not entered the state. During the 2013/2014 collection season, a total 1372 samples
were tested, all of which were negative for CWD. To date CWD has not been detected in
Arizona.

This season the Department focused on further increasing sample size in areas of highest concern
and placed less focus on the centralized units in the state. The areas of highest concern include
the game management units (GMUSs) on the northern (high risk) and eastern (high and medium
risk) portions of the state. Samples collected along the northern border of the state accounted for
27.7% (n = 380) of samples tested and samples from the eastern border of the state accounted for
38.3% (n = 526).

The Department will continue CWD surveillance to annually confirm the absence of CWD in
Arizona’s elk and deer. If CWD is ever detected in Arizona, a response plan and subsequent
management options are in place.

INTRODUCTION

Chronic wasting disease is a fatal neurologic disease affecting free-ranging and captive cervids
and is characterized by progressive weight loss, abnormal behavior, and eventual death. Species
affected include mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus),
elk (Cervus elaphus), and moose (Alces alces). Chronic wasting disease belongs to a group of
diseases called transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSE). Chronic wasting disease is
similar to scrapie in sheep and bovine spongiform encephalopathy (also known as mad cow
disease) in cattle as well as variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCJD) in humans. These disease
syndromes are associated with the accumulation of abnormal prions, a cell regulation protein, in
the brain of affected animals. Chronic wasting disease was first identified in captive deer in
Colorado in 1967 and has since been detected in both captive and free ranging cervids in 22
states and 2 Canadian provinces. Currently, CWD is found in free ranging cervids in 19 states
and 2 Canadian provinces. Arizona is currently a CWD-free state but it shares borders with three
states where CWD occurs: Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico.

The Department began conducting CWD surveillance in 1998 and has since collected over
18,000 samples. Samples are acquired through four different processes: a reimbursement
program established with taxidermy and meat processor businesses throughout Arizona; at the
check station on the Kaibab Plateau; by regional personnel from hunter-harvested animals; and
targeted surveillance.
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OBJECTIVES

Surveillance

1. To conduct hunter-harvested and targeted surveillance of both deer and elk throughout
the state of Arizona.

2. To increase surveillance efforts in areas bordering CWD-positive states in Region 1
(FOR1), Region 2 (FOR2), and Region 5 (FOR5) (Figure 1).

3. To increase sampling of cervids harvested outside of Arizona that are brought back into
the state.

Communications

1. To disseminate agency messages through the news media, Arizona Game and Fish
Department e-newsletters, web sites, and other electronic/print communications to the
general public in order to promote understanding of agency actions, provide accurate
information about CWD, and gain their cooperation in CWD sample collection.

2. To facilitate access to online CWD results.

3. To educate hunters about the change to Arizona Game and Fish Commission Rule R12-4-
305.

4. To provide training as needed to Department personnel and outside entities on proper
sample and data collection.

5. To inform the Department about CWD sample distribution in the state.

METHODS

Surveillance

Hunter-Harvested Sample Collection

Samples were obtained from hunter-harvested animals by several methods. On the larger deer
hunts located in the Kaibab Plateau, Department personnel were present to immediately collect
samples. During this sampling season, additional CWD collection efforts were made in FOR1
and FORS5 to help increase the number of samples collected along the border between New
Mexico and Arizona. In addition, Department law enforcement personnel often collected CWD
samples during their hunt patrol duties. Hunters could also directly submit heads of harvested
animals to one of seven AGFD locations for testing.

As in previous years, samples were also collected from various meat processors and taxidermists
throughout the state. We continued the program of reimbursing these businesses for their time in
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tagging each head, filling out the data cards, and storing the heads until they could be processed
or collecting samples and storing samples until they were picked up. In return for providing the
head or sample along with the pertinent data (i.e. hunt number, GMU, date of kill, hunter name
and phone number, species, and sex); the business received $10 per head submitted. Some of the
interested businesses have been provided training to collect samples which saves the program a
considerable amount of time and money. The Wildlife Health Program enrolled one additional
taxidermist in FORL1 to increase opportunities for obtaining samples from high risk areas and
out-of-state. Along with asking businesses to focus more on collecting samples from the high
risk areas, we also asked them to collect samples from harvested deer and elk from out-of-state
and tribal lands. This year we increased compensation of animals harvested in states outside of
Arizona to $15 to encourage submission. The testing results of animals harvested out-of-state
were communicated to the respective management agency.

Due to the discontinuation of federal grant programs, the Department collaborated with tribal
wildlife management agencies to cover their CWD testing expenses. Samples collected by tribal
wildlife management agencies were shipped to the Department or directly to Utah State
University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory for testing.

Targeted Animal Sample Collection

Wildlife managers in each region were instructed to collect fresh samples from deer and elk
killed by vehicle collisions and to record pertinent information about where the animal was
found. Wildlife managers were also responsible for responding to calls from concerned citizens
regarding deer and elk that appeared ill or exhibited abnormal behavior. These animals were
commonly euthanized via gunshot to the heart and lungs. Samples from roadkill specimens,
those collected from animals displaying symptoms consistent with CWD, and those found dead
of no apparent cause were grouped together as “targeted” cases.

A stretch of U.S. Highway 89 in Utah has historically been surveyed each year due to a large
number of fatalities related to heavy migration of mule deer to and from Utah’s Paunsagaunt and
Arizona’s Kaibab Plateau. These surveys were discontinued this year due to the construction of
fencing along that stretch of highway. Utah Department of Transportation contract crews in
collaboration with the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources installed 8 foot-high fences along an
11 mile stretch to prevent vehicular collisions. Underpasses and culverts are in place to allow
movement underneath the highway by deer.

Sample Distribution

For the 2013/2014 sampling season, Arizona was divided into risk areas based on proximity to
states where CWD has been found in wild cervid populations. This risk based approach was first
implemented during the 2010/2011 sampling season and has replaced the previous biome-based
approach for determining GMU sampling quotas. Game management units were grouped based
on their locations and categorized as high risk, medium risk, and low risk (Figure 1). Within
each risk area, rough population estimates of cervids (mule deer, white-tailed deer, and elk
obtained from the Department’s survey data) were used to determine a sample size that would
allow for the detection of a 1% prevalence of CWD at a 95% confidence interval. The desired
sample sizes were 650 samples from high risk, 300 samples from medium risk, and 350 samples
from low risk areas.
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Diagnostics
In the 2013/2014 season, we contracted with Utah State University Veterinary Diagnostic

Laboratory (UVDL) to perform our testing. The medial retropharyngeal lymph node was the
predominant sample collected and submitted for testing. Medial retropharyngeal lymph nodes
are the preferred sample but when not obtainable the tonsil, parotid lymph node, or
submandibular lymph node were collected and submitted. Testing was performed via the
BioRad enzyme linked immunoabsorbent assay (ELISA) and any suspect cases were confirmed
by immunohistochemistry (IHC).

Communications

Education articles and Department fliers composed by Department Information and Education
employees were reviewed by Wildlife Health Staff for accuracy before publication and
distribution. Hunters were informed about CWD as part of the Hunter Education curriculum, our
Department webpage, news releases, inserts into hunting regulations, and fliers.

New data collection forms (head tag) were implemented, providing unique numbers for sample
identification. This identification number (head tag number) was used to access CWD results
through the Department webpage via an online web-link.

The Department educated hunters, taxidermists, and meat processors about the changes to Rule
R12-4-305 through letters, postcards, and a statewide media news release.

At the start of the sample collection season, the CWD staff offered hands-on training sessions in
sampling techniques to Department personnel. Training was also provided to college students
who volunteered with the Department to collect CWD samples.

At the end of the sampling season, CWD staff generated a table detailing the number of deer and
elk samples collected by Region and GMU. This table was posted on the Department U-drive (a
Department-wide shared folder) and an email was sent to the appropriate Department staff
notifying them of the report’s availability.

RESULTS

Surveillance

Hunter-Harvested Sample Collection

We completed the bulk of our sampling by the end of January 2014. Of the 1372 samples
collected, 1338 (97.5 %) of these came from hunter-harvested animals. The collection of these
samples was accomplished by Department personnel and participating taxidermists and meat
processors. The hunter-harvested samples came from Arizona, tribal lands, and out-of-state
hunts.

On the larger deer hunts located in the Kaibab Plateau (FORZ2), Department personnel were
present and collected a total of 324 samples. In FOR1 and FOR5 Wildlife Health personnel were
present to help increase the number of samples collected along the New Mexico border with
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Arizona. Wildlife Health personnel and volunteers were present in FOR1 and FORS for a total
of 11 elk and deer hunts and collected a total of 42 samples. Department law enforcement and
regional personnel collected a total 173 hunter-harvested and 34 targeted samples. Department
personnel as a whole collected 573 samples across the state.

The Wildlife Health program coordinated with 18 businesses during the 2013/2014 sampling
season. Four taxidermists were enrolled during the 2012/2013 sampling season in the Tucson
area to help increase collection of samples in high and medium risk areas in FOR 5. One
additional taxidermist was enrolled for the 2013/2014 sampling season in FORL1 to help increase
sampling in high risk areas and from animals harvested outside of Arizona. Taxidermists and
meat processors collected a total of 799 samples which accounted for 58.2% of the samples
collected.

The Department collaborated with tribal wildlife management agencies for testing samples
collected on tribal lands. A total of 109 samples were collected by tribal wildlife entities.
Testing for these samples was conducted at UVDL and was paid for by the Department, but they
are not included in Table 1 as samples collected by the Department. However, an additional 16
samples were obtained from tribal lands by participating businesses and those samples are
included in the Department’s data.

A total of 60 hunter-harvested animals came from out-of state; 41 from New Mexico, 7 from
Utah, 5 from Texas, 3 from Colorado, 2 from Nebraska, 1 from Wyoming, and 1 from Kansas.
During the 2012/2013 sampling season, only 10 samples from deer and elk harvested outside of
Arizona were sampled. This sampling season a six fold increase of out-of-state sampling
occurred. All test results and hunt information have been provided to appropriate personnel in
each state.

Targeted Animal Sample Collection

Targeted samples include roadkill specimens, animals displaying clinical symptoms of CWD that
were euthanized, and animals found dead of no apparent causes. From around the state,
Department personnel collected samples from 16 roadkill animals, 6 targeted animals, and 12
animals that were found dead. We are continuing to collect samples from targeted animals
throughout the year.

Sample Distribution

The sampling quotas set forth for this season consisted of 650 samples from high risk areas, 300
samples from medium risk areas, and 350 samples from low risk areas. Overall we tested a total
of 747 samples from our designated high risk areas, including 380 samples came from FOR2 on
the Kaibab Plateau and 367 samples from FOR1 and FORS5 along the border with New Mexico.
A total of 159 samples were tested in the medium risk areas and 390 samples were tested in the
low risk areas. Tables 1 and 2 provide species breakdowns by counties and risk assessment
areas, respectively. In addition, Figure 2 shows the number of samples collected in each GMU.

A focus of the past two seasons was to increase sample size in areas of highest concern and place
less emphasis on the centralized units in the state, which had been a focus in past seasons. This
has resulted in a decrease in the total number of samples tested, but an increase in the proportion
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of samples from high risk regions (Figure 3). The percentage of samples obtained from high risk
areas has been increasing over the past several sampling seasons, from a low of 32.1% in
2009/2010 to a high of 54.4% this past year (Figure 3). The samples collected along in the high
risk areas on the northern border of the state during the current sampling season accounted for
27.7% (380 of 1372) of the total samples tested. Testing along the eastern border of the state
accounted for 38.3% (526 of 1372) of the total samples tested which includes 367 samples from
high risk areas and 159 samples from medium risk areas.

Diagnostics
During the 2013/2014 sampling season, we collected and tested1372 samples. All ELISA results

were negative (or no detection) for all the deer and elk tested. No suspect cases were reported so
no IHC tests were conducted.

Communications
During the 2013/2014 reporting season, a total of 16 CWD documents (Appendices A, B, C, D,

E,F,G H, I,J,K, L, M, N, O, and P) were produced in the format of flyers, mailed letters,
media news releases, booklet inserts, and articles in the Department’s Wildlife News and
Hunting Highlights E-newsletters. Table 3 details document type, distribution date, distribution
method, and the number of documents distributed.

In order to gain cooperation from hunters in CWD sample collection, hunters were urged to
submit samples for testing using 3 methods: in the 2013 Pronghorn Antelope and ElIk Hunt Draw
Information (Appendix A), in the 2013-2014 Arizona Hunting and Trapping Regulations
(Appendix B), and through a statewide media news release (Appendix C).

The Department web page contains up-to-date and accurate information about CWD as well as
details pertaining to the Department’s surveillance program. The CWD Prevention, Detection,
Response, and Management Plan is available on our website
(http://www.azgfd.gov/w_c/research_cwd.shtml).

Hunters were able to check CWD results during the entire hunting season through the
Department webpage via an online web-link. A new data collection protocol that required head
tags with unique numbers for sample identification was used. A portion of the tag, which
contained the head tag number and instructions for checking results, was torn off and given to
the hunter (Appendix F). The online result access link was functioning for the entire hunt season
allowing for hunters to view their results in a timely manner.

The change to Arizona Game and Fish Commission Rule R12-4-305 was put into effect 1 July
2013. This rule change is part an effort to prevent the introduction of CWD into the state. The
new rule allows an individual who lawfully takes a cervid in another state or country to possess,
transport, or import into Arizona only the following portions of the animal: boneless portions of
meat, or meat that has been cut and packaged; clean hides and capes with no skull or soft tissue
attached, except as required for proof of legality; clean skulls with antlers, clean skull plates, or
antlers with no meat or soft tissue attached; upper canine teeth with no meat or tissue attached,;
and finished taxidermy mounts or products.
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Three statewide media news releases (Appendices D, L, and M) were put out in July, September,
and October to inform the public of the new rule. Taxidermist and meat processor businesses
were further informed of this rule in addition to CWD testing efforts through 5 mailed letters
(Appendices E, G, H, I, and J). Postcards were mailed to Arizona residents and outfitters
hunting in Utah and New Mexico (Appendix K).

During the 2013/2014 reporting period, sample collection training to Department personnel was
conducted on an “as needed” basis. Staff gave a presentation on proper sample collection and
data recording, followed by an opportunity to remove samples from hunter-harvested elk and
deer.

Members of the Wildlife Disease Association chapter from the University of Arizona and
students from Northern Arizona University volunteered for the general deer hunt and junior deer
hunt at Jacob Lake on the Kaibab. They were given the opportunity to learn sampling techniques
and how to age and check-in harvested deer.

All collection data have been made available to Department personnel through access to the U-
drive. An email was sent out informing Department personnel of its availability. This report
will be made available in a similar manner.

FUTURE MONITORING EFFORTS

Monitoring efforts during the 2013/2014 season successfully detected no CWD in the 1372
samples tested. Department personnel will continue to sample targeted individuals throughout
the remainder of the year and sampling efforts will resume this fall on hunter-harvested deer and
elk.

Over half (54.5%) of the samples submitted for testing this year came from our designated high
risk GMUs. The number of samples collected from the high (n = 747) and low risk (n = 390)
GMUs exceeded the sampling quotas set forth this year, 650 and 350 respectively. However, the
quota of 300 samples from medium risk GMUs was not met with only 159 collected.

The risk based approach will continue for the 2014/2015 sampling season. Efforts for sample
collection in high risk GMU will remain the same as in previous years. However, efforts will be
made to increase sample collection in medium risk areas based on GMUs with higher cervid
densities. Efforts will also be made to increase sampling from animals harvested outside of
Arizona. The Department will continue to work with taxidermists and meat processors this
coming season and hunters will be urged to voluntarily submit samples from deer and elk
harvested in the areas of high concern.
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Table 1. Number of CWD samples collected and tested during the 2013/2014 season in each
Arizona county separated by species.

Designated Species Total Samples Total
County” Elk Mule Deer White-tailed Deer Tested Positive
Apache 86 10 2 98 0
Cochise 0 33 24 57 0
Coconino 135 426 11 572 0
Gila 43 19 38 100 0
Graham 0 49 31 80 0
Greenlee 60 44 18 122 0
La Paz 0 7 0 7 0
Maricopa 0 5 0 5 0
Mohave 2 26 0 28 0
Navajo 38 17 0 55 0
Pima 0 13 41 54 0
Pinal 0 15 12 27 0
Santa Cruz 0 7 46 53 0
Yavapai 1 23 12 36 0
Yuma 0 2 0 2 0
Out-of-state 32 20 8 60 0
Tribal Lands 7 4 5 16 0
Total 404 720 248 1372 0

8If a GMU crossed county boundaries, the county was designated by using deer/elk density estimates and GMU
area.
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Table 2. Arizona hunter-harvested and targeted CWD samples collected and tested by assessed

risk area during the 2013/2014 sampling period.

Species Hunter-Harvested Targeted? Total Tested
High Risk - FOR 1 Elk 145 1 146
Mule Deer 54 0 54
White-tailed Deer 19 1 20
High Risk - FOR 2 Elk 0 0 0
Mule Deer 378 2 380
White-tailed Deer 0 0 0
High Risk - FOR 5 Elk 0 0 0
Mule Deer 58 0 58
White-tailed Deer 88 1 89
Medium Risk - FOR 1 Elk 37 0 37
Mule Deer 15 2 17
White-tailed Deer 0 0 0
Medium Risk - FOR 5 Elk 1 0 1
Mule Deer 50 0 50
White-tailed Deer 54 0 0
Low Risk Elk 178 3 181
Mule Deer 114 23 137
White-tailed Deer 71 1 72
Tribal Lands Elk 7 0 7
Mule Deer 4 0 4
White-tailed Deer 5 0 5
Out-of-state Elk 32 0 32
Mule Deer 20 0 20
White-tailed Deer 8 0 8
Total 1338 34 1372

#Targeted samples include roadkill specimens, animals displaying clinical symptoms of CWD that were
euthanized, and animals found dead of no apparent causes.
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Table 3. CWD communication documents produced in the 2013/2014 sampling period.

. . Distribution Distribution Distribution .
Document Type & Abbreviated Title Date Method Number Appendix
Statewide media news hunt regulations insert: :2&3 ?opzogﬁgoérk
“Hunters can Help Monitor Arizona Elk Health  Spring 2013 Hunpt Draw Unknown
— Submit Elk Heads for CWD Testing” .
Information
Statewide media news hunt regulations insert: 201&&?&: grr:éona
“Hunters can Help Monitor Arizona Deer Spring 2013 Tra gin Unknown
Health — Submit Deer Heads for CWD testing” Pping
Regulations
Statewide media news release: “Chronic E-mail and website 25,000 plus
wasting disease not found in Arizona deer or April 2013 ; webpage
» posting T
elk visitors
Statewide media news release: “New rules for E-mail and website 25,000 plus
bringing hunt-harvested deer and elk into July 2013 ; webpage
. . posting T
Arizona visitors
Letter to area taxidermists and meat processors
thanking them for their participation in the .
2012/2013 sampling season, information July 2013 Mailed letter 17
regarding R12-4-305, and future participation
. Directly to hunter
New (_JWD head tags used during the 2013/2014 Fall 2013 during sample 1,300
sampling season .
collection
Letter to area taxidermists concerning R12-4- .
305 and asking for CWD sample collection August 2013 Mailed letter 131
Letter to area meat processors concerning R12- .
4-305 and asking for CWD sample collection August 2013 Mailed letter 38
Letter to area taxidermists and meat processors September Mailed letter 169
concerning R12-4-305 2013
Follow-up letter to area taxidermists and meat September .
processors concerning R12-4-305 2013 Mailed letter 169
Postcard mailed to Arizona residents with out- September .
of-state hunts and outfitters 2013 Mailed postcard 1,046
Statewide media news release: “Hunters, meat 25000 plus
processors and taxidermists: New rule for September E-mail and website V\l/eb ape
importing deer and elk harvested out of state to 2013 posting visiltaorgs

Arizona is now in effect”
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Statewide media news release: “New rule for . . 25,000 plus

; . October E-mail and website

importing deer and elk harvested out of state . webpage

. . : : - 2013 posting -

into Arizona is now in effect visitors

October and
Letter handed out to hunters November Handout ~ 250
2013

Statewide media news release: “CWD test November E-mail and website zsoggoaplgs

results are becoming available” 2013 posting ©bpag
visitors

Letter to area taxidermists and meat processors

thanking them for their participation in the April 2014 Mailed letter 18

2013/2014 sampling season and a certificate of
appreciation
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Figure 1. Map showing risk areas for CWD by game management units in Arizona.
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Figure 2. Map showing the number of CWD samples in each GMU during the 2013/2014

sample collection season. For animals harvested during hunts that took place in multiple GMUs,
the total number of samples was divided between the possible GMUs.
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Appendix A. Insert in the 2013 Pronghorn Antelope and ElIk Hunt Draw Information booklet.

Elk Hunts
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Appendix B. Insert in the 2013-2014 Arizona Hunting and Trapping Regulations booklet.

Deer Hunts
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Hunters can Help Monitor
Arizona Deer Health - Submit
Deer Heads for CWD Testing

Bring the head of yeur recently harvested deer o 2my Game:
and Fish Department ofice between 8 am. and 5 pm., Mon-
day throwgh Friday (office addresses are Isted on page 20
Depariment personmel will collect a tissee sample for Chronic
Wasing Disease (OWD) testing. Hurars that are sucoassful in
Units 1,2, 3, 27, 28, 20 and 30A are sspecialy encouraged o
submit heads barause these unis are close fo Mew Moo, &
state with infecled deer and 2k

His best if the bread has been bepl cool and & submitied with-
in & diry of harvest The bead may be placed In 3 garbaze big
for delivery. You will be asbed to provide informatlion on ap-
proximately whese the animal was harsested (within yourunit)
and whese you can be reached (phone sumber) in case the
fest & positive. Mo OWD has been detected in Anzona's dear
or ek bo date.

OND resdis can be found here

hitp:jrazgfdeservices camyrwdlogin asps

Keep CWD oul of Arirona

To pactect Arizona’s dear and elk herds from Chronic Wasting

Desease, new regulations have been placed on movernent of
animal parts indo the staie.

Effective Juby 1, 2013, hurters ane requined fo take these pre-

cautions when hanting deer o elk oui-of-state:

+ Do mot bring the brain, intact shell, or spinal column ime
Arizona

The following ek or deer parts harsested out-of-state are 0K

to [bering Back into Arizorec

* Boneless portions of meat, or meat that has been ax and
packagad;

+  Clean hides and capes with no gl or soft teae attached:

= Antlers, dean shull plates or shulls with anilers akached
with no meat or soft fissue remaining;

+  Finished tamdermy mounts or produds: snd

» Uppercanineteeth (glers wiisters, vorieswithnomeat
or tiesue attachad.

OND i present m the neighboringsistesof Utsh, Colorade and
kew Maioo, = wel asmany otherpopelarhunding destinations
for deer and clk. Somie stabes hawe strict regulations governing
LAICAS MUNSTEDY, 50 We encouraze rou o contact the wild
e agemy where you rave for any applicabile regulations.
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Appendix C. Article posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website (8 April 2013)
and in Wildlife News (19 April 2013).

From AZGFD.gov

Chronic Wasting Disease not found in Arizona deer and elk

Posted in: News Media
By
Apr 8, 2013

The Arizona Game and Fish Department has concluded another sampling season for chronic wasting
disease (CWD). The disease was not detected in any of the 1,277 deer and elk tested.

"We are very appreciative of the hunters, taxidermists, and meat processors who provided us with
samples this season," said Carrington Knox, wildlife disease biologist. "Collection of samples from
hunter-harvested deer and elk is crucial to our efforts to monitor for CWD."

CWD is a neurodegenerative wildlife disease that is fatal to cervids, including deer, elk and moose.
Due to the long incubation period, animals may not have any visible signs of the disease in the early
stages of infection. In the later stages, changes in behavior and appearance occur. Symptoms may
include progressive weight loss, tremors, lack of coordination, excessive salivation and urination,
listlessness, abnormal head posture, and drooping ears.

It is a naturally occurring prion disease belonging to a group of diseases called transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs). Other TSEs are bovine spongiform encephalopathy (mad cow
disease) in domestic cattle, scrapie in sheep and goats, and variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCID)
in humans. No evidence has been found to indicate that CWD affects humans, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control.

CWD was first identified in captive deer in Colorado in 1967 and has since been detected in both
captive and wild cervids in 22 states and two Canadian provinces. Currently, it is found in free-ranging
cervids in 18 states and two Canadian provinces. Arizona Game and Fish began testing for CWD in
1998 and has to date tested over 17,000 samples. The continued vigilance of hunters is essential for
the department's effective surveillance of CWD in deer and elk.

Testing will resume this fall and, as in past hunting seasons, Game and Fish will be asking for hunters'
assistance in submitting deer or elk heads for free CWD testing. Heads can be brought to any Game
and Fish Department office between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Hunters who are
successful in Game Management Units that border Utah or New Mexico are especially encouraged to
submit heads. Deer from these areas of the state have the greatest potential for initial detection of
CWD.

For more information on CWD, visit www.azgfd.gov/cwd. Information is also available from the
Chronic Wasting Disease Alliance at www.cwd-info.org, and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention at www.cdc.gov.

© Copyright 2013 by AZGFD.gov
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Appendix D. Article posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website and in Wildlife
News.

From AZGFD.gov
New rules for bringing hunter-harvested deer and elk into Arizona

Posted in: News Media
By
Jul 9, 2013

As part of the efforts to prevent the introduction of chronic wasting disease (CWD) into the state, the
Arizona Game and Fish Department has implemented new rules for hunters and other members of the
public who wish to bring cervids (deer, elk and moose) harvested from another state into Arizona.
The new rules, which are part of the department’s amended Article 3 rules that took effect July 1,
specify that an individual who lawfully takes a cervid in another state or country may possess,
transport, or import into Arizona ONLY the following portions of the animal:

Boneless portions of meat, or meat that has been cut and packaged;
Clean hides and capes with no skull or soft tissue attached, except as required for proof
of legality;

e Clean skulls with antlers, clean skull plates, or antlers with no meat or soft tissue
attached;
Upper canine teeth with no meat or tissue attached; and
Finished taxidermy mounts or products.

Hunters and others who plan on bringing any harvested deer, elk or moose back into Arizona should
take the following precautions:

e Bone out the meat and package it (either commercially or privately); do not cut into the
spinal cord or remove the head; do not quarter (or other method) the carcass with any of
the spinal column or head attached.

Do not bring the brain, intact skull, or spinal cord back into Arizona.

If you wish to take the antlers attached to the skull plate, thoroughly scrape and clean
tissue from the skull plate using a knife or brush and bleach. Thoroughly clean all utensils
afterwards with bleach. Sawn-off antlers, with or without velvet, do not need further

treatment.

e Animal skins or capes without skull or soft tissue attached do not need any further
treatment.

e Upper canine teeth of elk ("ivories") with no meat or tissue attached do not need further
treatment.

e Finished, taxidermied heads do not require further treatment.

Chronic wasting disease is a neurological wildlife disease that affects cervids (deer, elk and moose). To
date, no evidence has been found to indicate that CWD affects humans but research is continuing,
according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.

Arizona Game and Fish has been monitoring for the presence of CWD in the state since 1998 and has
tested 17,000 samples since that time. Although testing has not found CWD to be present in Arizona,
it is in the neighboring states of Utah, New Mexico and Colorado. The new rules are another safeguard
to try to keep it out of Arizona.

For more information on CWD, visit www.azgfd.gov/cwd or www.cwd-info.org.

© Copyright 2013 by AZGFD.gov
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Appendix E. Letter to area taxidermists and meat processors thanking them for their
participation in the 2013/2014 sampling season.

GO ERHIOR
JawcE K, BRgaps

THE STATE OF ARIZONA | coumzsiouens

CHAIRRAS, W Mafar T s

GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT | foemer £ woaris e

WUET B Cars, FeOLns
5000 W, CAREFREE HIGHWAY | Eowenn Py Mooy Fuassiues
PHOENIE, AT BS086-E000 | mAecToR
(6021 BAZI000 = wwwAToFD.goy | TAMYDLWLES
DEPUTY DuRECTER
TE Cawr

July 23, 3015

Dear M |J.l'..||':|rrn:rrr.'1'1.,

[ would like to thank vou again for your participation in the Chronic Wasling Disease (CWD)
Surveillance Program for the 20122013 collection season. We really appreciate the time and
effort that you put forth in sample collection and are hoping (o0 receive your collaboration again
during the 200132014 collection season. We know thai many of vou are concerned about the
change to Arizona Game and Fish Commission Rule R12-4-305 which allows the imporiation of
the following portions of cervids legally harvested in another state: boncless meal, packaged
meat, cleaned hides and capes, cleaned skulls or skull plates free of tissue, antlers, finished
taxidermy mounts or produects, and upper canine 1eeth free of tissue. This rule was instiluwled to
prevent the introduction of CWD by humters bringing in an infecled carcass from o positive state,
processing it themselves, and then improperly dispesing of infected scraps and nervous tissue.
We know that your licensed business must meet Anzonn Department of Agriculiure standards
for handling animal wasie and thai il does not represent & risk for the introduction of disease.
Becouse this 15 the first year for the rule, we will be locusing on educaiion, Officers will be
enforcing the rule in a manner which will have minimal impact on vour business. 1f you do
receive a carcass (rom out of siaie for processing or mounding. please dispose of the scraps in a
licensed and regulated landfill sccording to the lendfill or waste manpgement company’s
proocols Tor animal carcasses.

This seagon we will be simplifying the datn collection process. Only crucial hunter information
will be required (i.2.. hunter name, phone number, hunt and permit numbers, and GMLUY,  The
only additional information needed will be species and dme of harvest, The new data cards can
be attached directly to the head until samples pre collected or turned in with the samples i’ you
are collecting ihe samples yvourself,

Arizona Game and Fish Department will continue to place greater emphasis on sample colleciion
from the high and medium risk Game Managememt Units (GMU). We encourage vou to collect
samples from all animals received from our areas of high risk and those brought in from other
states. We will continue providing reimbursement for your time at $10¢sample and completed
data card. As an added incentive, we will pay an additional 5 for a wtal of $15 for each
completed data card and comesponding sample collected from an animal harvested outside of
Arizona,

AN EQusl DPPORTUMITY REASDNABLE ACCOMUDDATIONS ASEHET
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CWD Cooperator
July 22, 2013
Page 2

Please let me know il vou are inlerested in participating in the CWD Surveillance Program
during the 2103/2014 season. Feel free to contact me vin email or phone il you are willing o
participate this coming season and i you have any gquestions of comments conceming the
rOgrun.

It 15 only with the pssistance of businesses like yours thal we will be able to successlully achieve
this program's poals. Thank you again for your support of the CWD Surveillance Program and
helping to verify thal Arizona remains CWD free.

Sincerely,

Carminglon Knox

Wildlifz Dizease Biologist

Anzone Game and Fish Department
cknoxirazpid. pov

Office: 623-236-T674

Cell; 602-368-5363

AGFD CWD Report FY2013/2014
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Appendix F. New CWD head tag used during the 2013/2014 Sample Collection Season. The
bottom perforated section was torn off and given to the hunter to retrieve CWD test

results online.

2%, Arirona Game and Fish Department
e % [H_}

Chronic Wasting Disease Surveillance

Hunt #:
Permit #:

Harvest Diale:

Hunigr Information
Wame:

Fru L
Phone Mumber: )

Animal Information
Species Age
[IMukeDeer [ Jhuvenile | <1.5 yeans)
[Jew [ suab-adutt (1.5 10 2.5 yean)
CIwTDeer  [JAdul

Wlhine kpe A yeasi

Sex
[Jptaie

DFEmn'IE

Survelllance Method
[ JHunter Harvested

[CJroadin

[JFound Dead Mame:
D'ﬁ.r:nh:d.

1000000

T

Head Tag Identification Number

I

1000000

Collector

Business:

Clicmeck ir sampied by brsd cotinctar

Business:

Mame:

Sample Collected

CJrrin [

CJsMLn
[CJrin
[CJronsit
CJobex

Place CWD Sameple 1D
Sticker Here

Comments

Chronic wasting disease test resulis can be foond caline at
<hitpafazgldeservices comicwdlogin aspx,

Enter the Head Tag Identification Mumber 1o view resulis.

Mease allow several weeks after sample collection for results io be
available online.

More nformation about CWTD can be foand st <wwwazgld genowd =,

AGFD CWD Report FY2013/2014
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Appendix G. Letter to area taxidermist concerning R12-4-305 and asking for CWD sample
collection.

GOVERH OR
SMECE K BITATE

THE STATE OF ARIZONA | copmssions s

Crwmuan, jar Heimie: Torion

GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT | mserr ¢ st wesicu

KuAr B Danis PRSCHS
BOO0 W. CAREFREE HIGHWAY | EDwast ‘il Masoer, FLscs1arF
PHOENIX, AZ 85086-5000 | DiRscToR

16021 B2 3000 = Wit AZGPBEey | L0 © ks
DEPYTT DIRFCTOR

T E_GRax

August 26, 3013

Dear Licensed Taxidermist,

We know that you may be concerned aboul the change to Arzona Game and Fish Commission
Rule R12-4-305 which allows the imponation of only the following portions of cervids legally
harvesied in another state: boneless meat, packaged meat, clenned hides and capes, cleaned
skulls or skull plates free of tissue, antlers, finished waxidermy mounts or products, and upper
caning teeth free of tssue. This rule was institeted 10 prevent the introduction of CWD into
Arizona by hunters bringing in an infecled carcass from o positive stale, processing it
themselves, and then improperly disposing of infected seraps and aervous tissue, We know that
your licensed business must meet Anizona Depanment of Agriculture standards for handling
amimal waste and that animals processed by you do net represent a risk for the introduction of
disease. I you do receive o carcass from out of state for processing or mouming, please dispose
of the scraps in & licensed and repulated fandfill secording to the landfill or waste management
company’s pratocols for animal waste.

Because this is the first year for the rule, we will be [ocusing on education. OlTicers will be
enforcing the rule in @ manner that will have minimal impect on your business, and hunters will
be allowed 1o bring carcasses directly w0 you for processing or mounting. The language
developed in R-12-4.305 was very specific lor enforcement purposes. IT the edecational
approach doesn't promote the desired level of voluntary compliance stricter enforcement action
may be required in the futire.

The Department recopnizes that natwral znimal movement could resultl in the imroduction of
CWD and we conduet surveillance for CWD during the humis every year. Department personnel
collect samples at check stations, ai regional ofTices, and in the field when contacting hunters.
We have also asked taxidermists and game meal pracessors o provide assisiance on a volunlary
basis, We provide reimbursement for their time at @ rate of $10 per sample and completed data
card. As an added incentive, we will pay an additional 33 for a tial of 315 for each completed
data card and corresponding sample collected from an animal harvesied outside of Arizona. We
encolrage collection of samples from all animals received from our areas of high sk (see

An Eoual JrPoRTURITY REASCRWELE ACCOMBODATIONS AGEMTY
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Taxidermist or game mcal Procesor
Aupust 26, 2013
Page 2

atached map or if the hunter requests testing. Please lel ws know if you are interested in
participating in the CWD Surveillance Program during the 21052004 season by conlacting
Corringlon Knox, Wildlife Health Biologist at gkpoximazgfd.gov or 623-236-7674.

If you have any quesiions regarding the changes o R12-2-305, please call or send me an email.

Sincerely,
() et
Anne Justice-Allen
Wildlile Health Specialist
Arizona Game and Fish Department

ajustice-ullenfieloze il poy
G213-236-T331

AGFD CWD Report FY2013/2014
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Appendix H. Letter to area meat processors concerning R12-4-305 and asking for CWD sample
collection.

T
l.FHE S‘TATE CIF AR!E‘:}NA COMMIESHINERS
Diedirsian, IW HARSS Sacnn
GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT RowcH € i Mo
S000 W, CASEFREE HIGHWAY | Eowiro -Far Wsttem, Fuastar

Pugrax, AZ B5086-5000 | mingcton

1502 423000 = WiwW,AZEFDGoy | A0 s
| DErufT DERECTOR

|T\'EEN'I

August 26, 20013

Dﬁﬂr GFJI'IIF MHE.II J."]'I:IGEESI:II.

We know that you may be concermed aboul the change 1o Arizona Game and Fish Commission
Rule R12-4-305 which allows the importation of only the following portions of cervids tegally
harvesied in another state: boneless meal, packoged meel, cleaned hides and capes, cleaned
skulls or skull plmes free of tissue, antlers, finished taxidermy mounts or products, and upper
canine teeth free of tissue. This rule was instituted 1 prevent the intreduction of CWD into
Arizona by humiers bringing in an infected carcass from o positive stsle, processing il
themselves, and then improperly disposing ol infecled scraps and nervous tissue, We know that
your licensed business must meet Arizona Department of Agriculture standards for handling
animal wasle and thai animals processed by you do nol represent a risk for the introduction of
disease. Il you do receive a curcass from out of state for processing or mounting, please dispose
of the scraps in a leensed and reguloted landfill according to the landfill or wasie management
company s proloeols Tor animal wasie,

Because this is the [irst year for the rule, we will be focusing on education. Officers will be
enforcing the rule in a manner that will have minimal impact on vour business, and hunters will
be allowed to bring carcasses directly to you for processing or mounting The lanpnape
developed in R-12-4-305 was wvery specific for enforcement purposes. IF the educational
approach doesn’t promoie the desired level of volunlary compliance stricter enforcement action
miay be required in the fulure.

The Department recognizes that natural animal movement could result in the introduction of
CWDr and we conduct surveillance for CWD during the hunts every year, Department personnel
collect samples ai check stations, al regional offices. and in the field when contacting hunters.
We have also asked taxidermisis and game meat processors 1o provide assistance on a voluntary
basis. We provide reimbursement for their time at a rate of $10 per sample and completed data
card. As an added incentive, we will pay an additional 33 for a tolal of $15 for each completed
data card and corresponding sample collected from an animal harvested outside of Arizona. We
encourage collection of samples from all animals received from our areas of high risk (see

W EQUAL DPROATLMITY FEEOHARLE ACCOMUODATINNS AGEMEY
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Toxidernist or gome meat Processor
August 26, 2013
Page 2

attached map or if the hunter requests lesting, Plense 16t us Know if you are inlerested in
participating in the CWD Surveillance Program during the 2103/20014 season by contacting
Carringlon Knox, Wildlife Healih Biologist 31 gkhoxilazald. gov or 623-236-7674,

If you hawve any questions regarding the changes 1o R12-4-302 pledse call or send nie an cmail.

Sin Lr‘:l}

fomw

Anne Ju_t.l!r.l: Allen

Wildlife Healih Specialisi

Arizona Game ond Fish Department
pjustice-allenimazy [d poy
623-236=7351
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Appendix I. Letter to area taxidermists and meat processors concerning R12-4-305.

GOVERMOR

Jewcr B Bmwen

THE STATE OF ARIZONA | cowmssioners

Cuoasdan, JW 1esaras. Tud ke

GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT | moon e mwsmu weas

EJETE [eATs, PHOEWE

G000 W CAREFREE HIGHWAY | Epwesn Far papoen. Fuasstans

ProErx, AT A5085-5000 | eerecToR

[ECEY 4330000 www, azeFh G0y | LA D voTes

BEFUTY DRECTOR

Tk caaay

September 3, 2013
Dear Taxidermizl or Game Meat Processaor,

We know that you may be concerned about the change to Arizona Game and Fish Commission
Rule R12-4-3035 which allows the impartation of only the following portions of cervids legally
harvested in another state:

haneless meat,

packaped meal,

cleaned hides and capes,

cleaned skulls or skull plates free of tissue,
antlers,

finished taxidermy mouns or producis,
upper canine teeth free ol lissue.

This rule was instituted 1o prevent the intreduction of CWD into Arizona by hunters bringing in
an infecied carcass from a positive siote. processing il themselves. and then improperly disposing
of infecled scraps and nervous lissue. We kiow that your licensed business must meel Arizona
Department of Agriculture standards for handling animal waste and that animals processed by
wou do not represent a risk for the introduction of disease,

Because this is the first vear for the rule. we will be focusing on education. Officers will be
enforcing the rule in @ manner that will hove minimal impaet on your business. and huners will
e allowed 1o bring carcasses directly w vou for processing or mounting. 1f you do receive a
carcass from owl of state for processing or mounting. please dispose of the scraps in a licensed
and regulated londfill peeording o the landfll or waste management company’s protocols for
animal waste.

The Department recognizes that notural animal movement could result in the introduction of
CWD and we conduct surveillance for CWD during the humis every vear. Depariment personnel
collect samples ai check stations, at regional offices, and in the field when contacting hunters,
We have also asked 1axidermists and game meat processors o provide assisiance on o voluntary
lonsis. We provide reimbursement for their time ol a rate of 310 per sample and completed daia
card. As an added incentive, we will pay an additional 35 for a total of $15 for each completed
data card gnd corresponding sample collected from an animal harvested outside of Arizona. We
encourage collection of samples from all animals received from our areas of high risk (see

A8 EQUdL DRPOREUHITY REASCHABLE ADCDMNCCATIONS AGERCY
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Taxidermist or pame meal processor
September 3, 2013
Page 2

attached map or if the hunier requests testing, Please let us know if you are interested in
participating in the CWD Surveillence Program during the 2103/2014 season by conlacling
Carringon Knox, Wildlife Flealth Biologisy at cknoxiiazeld.pov or 623-236-7674,

If you have any questions regarding the changes to R12-4-303, please call or send me an email.

Sincerely,

-
O et Qe —

Anne Jusiice-Allen

Wildlife Health Specialist

Anzona Game and Figh Department

ajustice=allen il azefd. goy

623-236-7331

AGFD CWD Report FY2013/2014
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Appendix J. Follow-up letter to area taxidermist and meat processors concerning R12-4-305.

| GoviEnNoR
| dawice i, BrEWER
THE STATE OF ARIZONA | commszioners

CRABEAN, J W, HisRmE_ TS
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September 9, 2013
Diear Taxidermist or Game Meat Processor,

As a follow up to our earlier leiter about the change o Arizona Game and Fish Commission Rule
R12-4-305 which allows the importation of only the following portions of cervids legally
harvested in another state:

boneless meat,

packaged meat,

cleaned hides and capes,

cleancd skulls or skull plates free of tissue,
antlers,

finished taxidermy mounis or products,
upper caning teeth free of tissoe.

This rule was instituled to prevent the introduction of CWD into Arizona by hunters bringing in
an infected carcass from a positive state, processing it themselves, and then improperly disposing
of infected scraps and nervous tissue. [T vou do receive a carcass from out of stale for processing
or mounting. please dispose of all of the scraps in a licensed and regulated fandfll sceording to
the landfill or waste management company’s prolocols for animal waste. At a minimum, all
materials should be double bagged before submitting them 1o the landfill or 2 waste management
company for pickup. To facilitate proper disposal of potentially infecied animal waste, we are
providing you with a list of Arizona Department of Environmental Quality solid waste disposal
siles,

If you have any questions regarding the changes to R12-4-305. please call or send me an ernail.

Sincerely,

C ?Zﬂzﬁéi_?%
Anne Justice-Aldlen

Wildlife Health Specialist
Arizona Game and Fish Department

gjustice-alleni@arafd. pov
623-236-7351

AN EQUML DPFORTUMITY REASOHABRLE ACCOMMOIDATIONS AGERCY
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Appendix K. Postcard mailed to Arizona residents with tags is New _Mexico (n :_387), Arizona
residents with tags in Utah (n = 414), and outfitters that hunt in New Mexico and Utah (n

= 245).

Dear Hunter,
On July 1" 2013, a new rule, R123:305, Beca . This rule’
allows the importation of only the fplfowings rsfrons 0OC
animals harvested out of state: 3 .~ F- AR

w e T T P
« boneless meat, & HeanpdSkong skl plates free 6 tssiie,
» packaged meat, * finished YT y Mounts or
» antlers, e upper canine teeth free of tissue,

* cleaned hides and capes,

This rule was enacted to prevent the inadvertent introduction of diseases to
Arizona wildlife through the actions of hunters. Game and Fish officers will be
allowing hunters to take or ship their harvested animals directly to a licensed
taxidermist, game meat processor or to their final destination. In all cases the
scraps and nervous tissue (brain and spinal column) shall be double bagged and
disposed of in a Arizona state regulated landfill or waste receptacie destined for
such a landfill. If you have questions or concems, please contact your regional
Arizona Game and Fish office.
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Appendix L. Article posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website and in Wildlife
News.

Hunters, meat processors and taxidermists: New rule for importing
deer and elk harvested out of state to Arizona is now in effect

Posted in: News Media
By
Sep 24, 2013

A new rule went into effect this summer regulating the importation of hunter-harvested deer and elk
to Arizona from out of state. It was adopted to prevent the inadvertent introduction of chronic wasting
disease and other diseases to Arizona wildlife through the actions of hunters bringing their harvested
deer or elk into the state. The rule is part of the department’s amended Article 3 rules which recently
went into effect.

Under the new rule, only the following animal parts of deer and elk taken out of state may now be
brought into Arizona:

Boneless meat

Packaged meat

Antlers

Cleaned hides and capes

Cleaned skulls or skull plates free of tissue
Finished taxidermy mounts or products
Upper canine teeth free of tissue

Because this is the first year the rule is in effect, some hunters, meat processors and taxidermists
may encounter challenges. Initially, Arizona Game and Fish officers will focus primarily on education
efforts.

Hunters entering Arizona with lawfully harvested deer or elk from another state will be allowed to take
or ship them directly to a licensed taxidermist, or game meat processor. In every case, the scraps and
nervous tissue (including brain and spinal column) must always be double-bagged and disposed of in
an Arizona state-regulated landfill, or a waste receptacle designated for such a landfill. These landfills
operate under the strict regulations of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, assuring that
the potential for prion-contamination of the soil or water supply is eliminated.

The new rule is expected to have minimal impact on most Arizona meat processors and taxidermists,
and hunters returning to Arizona with harvested animals to these types of businesses. Most processors
receive only small quantities of meat from out of state, according to a recent survey. The involvement
of taxidermist and meat processing businesses that handle imported nonresident cervids (deer and
elk) diminishes substantially as the distance from the state border decreases.

Chronic wasting disease is a neurological wildlife disease that affects cervids (deer, elk and moose). To
date, no evidence has been found to indicate that CWD affects humans but research is ongoing,
according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department has been monitoring for the presence of CWD in the state
since 1998 and has tested 17,000 samples since that time. Although testing has not found CWD to be
present in Arizona, it has been found in the neighboring states of Utah, New Mexico and Colorado.
Arizona’s new rules are an additional safeguard to keep the disease out of Arizona.

For more information on CWD, visit www.azgfd.gov/cwd or www.cwd-info.org.
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Appendix M. Article posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website and in Wildlife
News.

From AZGFD.gov

Wildlife News - Oct. 4, 2013

Posted in: Wildlife News
By
Oct 4, 2013

New rule for importing deer and elk harvested out of state into Arizona is now in
effect

A new rule went into effect this summer regulating the importation of hunter-harvested deer and elk
to Arizona from out of state. It was adopted to prevent the inadvertent introduction of chronic wasting
disease and other diseases to Arizona wildlife through the actions of hunters bringing their harvested
deer or elk into the state. The rule is part of the department’s amended Article 3 rules which recently
went into effect.

Under the new rule, only the following animal parts of deer and elk taken out of state may now be
brought into Arizona:

Boneless meat

Packaged meat

Antlers

Cleaned hides and capes

Cleaned skulls or skull plates free of tissue

Finished taxidermy mounts or products

Upper canine teeth free of tissue

Because this is the first year the rule is in effect, some hunters, meat processors and taxidermists
may encounter challenges. Initially, Arizona Game and Fish officers will focus primarily on education
efforts.

Hunters entering Arizona with lawfully harvested deer or elk from another state will be allowed to take
or ship them directly to a licensed taxidermist, or game meat processor. In every case, the scraps and
nervous tissue (including brain and spinal column) must always be double-bagged and disposed of in
an Arizona state-regulated landfill, or a waste receptacle designated for such a landfill. These landfills
operate under the strict regulations of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, assuring that
the potential for prion-contamination of the soil or water supply is eliminated.

The new rule is expected to have minimal impact on most Arizona meat processors and taxidermists,
and hunters returning to Arizona with harvested animals to these types of businesses. Most processors
receive only small quantities of meat from out of state, according to a recent survey. The involvement
of taxidermist and meat processing businesses that handle imported nonresident cervids (deer and
elk) diminishes substantially as the distance from the state border decreases.

Chronic wasting disease is a neurological wildlife disease that affects cervids (deer, elk and moose). To
date, no evidence has been found to indicate that CWD affects humans but research is ongoing,
according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department has been monitoring for the presence of CWD in the state
since 1998 and has tested 17,000 samples since that time. Although testing has not found CWD to be
present in Arizona, it has been found in the neighboring states of Utah, New Mexico and Colorado.
Arizona’s new rules are an additional safeguard to keep the disease out of Arizona.

For more information on CWD, visit www.azgfd.gov/cwd or www.cwd-info.org.
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Appendix N. Example of letter handed out to hunters in FOR1 and FORS5 during 11 separate
deer and elk hunts.

!ARIZDFA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE SURVEILLANCE

If vou a2 suwooassfil inharvesting amelk wa ar= leoking for wour halp, As part of the Depattment’s on-going
Chrondc Wasting Dizazea (CWD) Surveillancs Program. we will b2 wodking in the fisld thiz wasland
contacting hunters. If vou swooazsfully hareest am 2lk, wa would liks to take 3 zampla to test for CWD.

Whils CWI haz not et beon found in Arizona it is present in the neighboring states of Utsh, Colorado and
Waw Mawico., Thiz maks: vour halp with monitosing sctrsmsly impostant.

If vou harvest a desr pleass comtact me at $02-568-3363. Wa will be wodine in the ams wntil the 18% and ar=
ghla tomast vou at any location most convandant fod vou.

You can glso g0 to sny of the Fezional offices for ssmpls collaction.

Famion 1: 82B-367-4281

Famionl: 828-774-3043

Pepion 5: 520-628-3376

Femion &: 4B0-0E1-0400

CWD iz a newrodagsnarativa wildlifs dizesss thet = fats] to carvids, which includs desr, alk and moosa. Clindcd
symptoms includs loss of body weight or smacistion, suosszive salivation, increasad drinking and urination,
stumbling, trembling, and bahavioral changes such as listlessnes: lowsring of the head. amd repatitive walking
inzst pattems. CWD iz fatsl to dear and &lk; however, thers iz no evidancs that it posss 2 rizsk 1o hemans,
aopoeding to both the ULS. Canters for DHzsass Control and Prevention and the World Health Cyzanization.

Har= ar= zom= guidsline: when out in the fisld;

# Thon't karvast any andmal thet appesrs to be sick of behave: oddly. Call the Arizona Gams snd Fizh
Dhopartment at 1-B00-352-0700 if you 222 an animal that iz very thin has a roush coat, drooping sars
and iz unafrsid of hemans.

& When fisld-drszsing zame wasr febber glove: and minimizs the we of 3 bone saw to oot through the
beain of spinsl cood (backbons). hlindmize contact with and do not consume besin of spinal cood
tizzwas, oyes, splasn of lymph nodas.

o Alwavs wash hands thoroughly after dreszsing and procsssing gams masat,

Fof mogs information sbout chronic wasting dizsaza vizdt wwwazefd sov'oed of www owd-info. org

If vou submit a sampla fog tasting, results are availshls online at www.azefd gov/oed, by dicking the “Chiondc
“Wasting DHzeaza Tast Fesults™ link on the right sids of the pazs.

Thank wow,

Carrington Ko

e T LiaTOeT DT an
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Appendix O. Article posted on the Arizona Game and Fish Department website and in Wildlife
News.

From AZGFD.gov
CWD test results are becoming available

Posted in: News Media
By
Nov 26, 2013

PHOENIX - The veterinary diagnostic laboratory recently notified the Arizona Game and Fish
Department that testing supplies had been back-ordered and results were pending for Chronic Wasting
Disease samples. Those test results are now becoming available and are being posted online. Results
of CWD sample tests are being posted as they become available at www.azgfd.gov/cwd (click on

the “Chronic Wasting Disease Test Results” link on the right side of the page).

For more information about chronic wasting disease, visit www.azgfd.gov/cwd or www.cwd-

info.org.
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Appendix P. Letter to area taxidermists and meat processors thanking them for their participation in the
2013/2014 sampling season and a certificate of appreciation.

s ":h.":lql:'fh THE ST r AR TOMA Ersan " ll(/_é\_.l——ll.a_\m
I %:ﬁ. “t GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT i
I - . : |

April §, 2014

Diaar IWams of Buzinszs:

I would liks to thank vou fof vour paticipation in owr Choonic Wasting Dizaaza (CWD) Buresillancs Prostam
during the 2013/2014 collaction z2azon. Wa have submitted 1,372 daar and &k zsmplss for testing, all of which
retmmad with fesult: indicating no detsction of CWD. Wa a2 happy to =port that Asizona iz ztill a CWD-
nagativa stats.

Participating mest processors and taovidemmists collacted B16 samplss thizs z2ason. Thess samples accpunted for
almest &) percent of the total zamples collacted throushout the stats. The Asizona Gams and Fizh Department
could not obtain adaguats statewids surveillance without the assiztance of meat progessor: and taidsrmists, for
which wa a2 vy appreciativa,

Thiz vezr thers was a changs to Arizona Gams and Fizh Commizzion Fula B12-4-305. The mila was instituted
to prvant the intreduction of CWD by huntsrs bringing in an infacted carcaz: from a positive state, Thiz year
ar=a taovidsrmist: and meat processors collacted &0 zamples from alk and desr harvastad in states outzids of
Arizoma Wa appgeciats vour help in insuring that samples are collacted fom thess individesls and that andmal
carcasses are dizpossd of af 2 licensad and reeulated landfill.

Wa are pleasad to presant vou with the enclossd certificate of sppreciation.

I look forward to wodking with vou azain next yesr and thank vou azain fior vour gensrons suppodt of the CWD
Survsillancs Prostam.

Sincealy,

Carri Etﬂ]‘ll-
e ] —HTOHT Lt S
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ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

Certificate of Appreciation

presented to

Name of Business

For your assistance during
the 2013-2014 Chronic
Wasting Disease Surveillance
Program.

Carrington Knox, Wildlife Disease Biologist Dr. Anne Justice-Allen. Wildlife Health Specialist
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