
R12-4-417. Wildlife Holding License 
A. A wildlife holding license authorizes an individual to: possess, transport, import, 

display for educational purposes, photograph for commercial purposes, purchase, 
propagate, export, give away, or euthanize either restricted live wildlife or live 
wildlife lawfully held under a hunting or fishing license for purposes listed in 
subsection (B). An individual shall perform only those authorized activities that are 
specifically stated on the license with the specific live wildlife listed on the license. 
The Department shall not issue a wildlife holding license to an individual for the use 
of live cervids, which shall not be imported, transported, or possessed except as 
allowed under R12-4-430. 

B. The Department shall issue a wildlife holding license only if the Department 
determines that issuing the license is in the best interest of the wildlife, it will not 
adversely impact other wildlife in this state, and it does not pose a threat to public 
health or safety, and only for the following purposes: 
1. The advancement of science, wildlife management, or promotion of public health 

or welfare; 
2. Education;  
3. To photograph for a commercial purpose live wildlife that is already possessed 

under the authority of R12-4-404, or already possessed under this Section, but 
only if: 
a. The wildlife will be photographed without posing a threat to other wildlife or 

the public, 
b. The photography will not adversely impact other affected wildlife in this state, 

and  
c. The applicant meets the criteria prescribed in subsection (C); or 

4. To lawfully possess restricted live wildlife if: 
a. It is necessary for an individual to give humane treatment to restricted live 

wildlife that has been abandoned or permanently disabled, and is therefore 
unable to meet its own needs in the wild; or 

b. It is requested to lawfully possess restricted live wildlife that was possessed 
under another special license, and the primary purpose for that special license 
no longer exists. 

C. An applicant for a wildlife holding license shall apply on a form provided by the 
Department and available from any Department office. The applicant shall provide 
the following information: 
1. Name, address, telephone number, birthdate, physical description, and (if 

applicable) Department ID number; 
2. If the applicant will use the wildlife for a commercial purpose, the name, address, 

and telephone number of the applicant's business. If the applicant will use wildlife 
for activities authorized by an educational or scientific institution that employs, 
contracts, or is similarly affiliated with the applicant, the applicant shall provide 
the name, address, and telephone number of the institution; 

3. The wildlife species and the number of animals per species that will be used under 
the license. If the application is for use of multiple species, the applicant shall list 
each species and the number of animals per species; 



4. An applicant for a wildlife holding license shall include a typewritten, computer or 
word processor printed, or legibly handwritten proposal that describes the activity 
that the applicant intends to perform under the license, and clearly states the 
contribution the proposed activity will make to one or more of the primary 
purposes listed in subsection (B). If the applicant is applying to possess restricted 
live wildlife to give humane treatment, the applicant shall also explain in the 
written statement why the wildlife is unable to meet its own needs in the wild. If 
the Department determines that humane treatment is necessary as grounds for 
issuance of a wildlife holding license, the Department has the authority to 
authorize the appropriate disposition of the wildlife for humane treatment, 
including care, placement, or euthanasia; 

5. If the applicant is renewing the wildlife holding license, the species and number of 
animals per species that are currently in captivity, and evidence of lawful 
possession as defined in R12-4-401; 

6. A statement of the applicant's experience in handling and providing care for the 
wildlife to be held or the applicant's experience that may be relevant to handling 
or providing care for wildlife; 

7. The name, address, and telephone number of the facility where the wildlife will be 
held, if applicable. Otherwise, the applicant shall provide the physical location of 
the facility, including township, range, and section. If the applicant applies to hold 
wildlife in more than one facility, the applicant shall submit a separate application 
for each facility; 

8. A detailed description or diagram of the facilities where the applicant will hold the 
wildlife, and a description of how the facilities comply with R12-4-428, and any 
other captivity standards that may be prescribed by this Section; 

9. The dates that the applicant will begin and end holding wildlife; 
10. A clear description of how the applicant intends to dispose of the wildlife once the 

proposed activity in subsection (C)(4) ends; and 
11. The applicant's signature and the date of signing. By signing the application, the 

applicant attests that the information they have provided is true and correct to 
their knowledge and that the applicant's live wildlife privileges are not revoked in 
this state, any other state, or by the United States. 

D. The Department shall issue a wildlife holding license in compliance with R12-4-106. 
If the Department denies the application for a special license, the Department shall 
proceed as prescribed by R12-4-409(D). 

E. The Department has the authority to require that a wildlife holding license holder 
permanently mark any restricted live wildlife that is used for lawful activities under 
the authority of the license if the Department determines it is in the best interest of the 
public and the wildlife. If the Department exercises this authority, the marking 
requirement will be specified on the license. 

F. A wildlife holding license holder shall ensure that restricted live wildlife, offspring of 
restricted live wildlife, or their parts obtained or held under the authority of the 
license are not sold, offered for sale, traded, bartered, loaned for the purposes of 
commercial activities, given as a gift, or disposed of in any way except as stipulated 
or directed in writing by the Department. 



G. A wildlife holding license is no longer valid once the primary purpose for which it 
was issued, as prescribed in subsection (B), no longer exists. The wildlife holding 
license holder shall submit a report to the Department as prescribed in subsection (J). 

H. A wildlife holding license holder shall ensure that a copy of the license accompanies 
any shipment of wildlife made under the authority of the license. 

I. The Department may conduct reasonable inspections of the facilities as described in 
R12-4-409(G) where wildlife are held under a wildlife holding license. 

J. Before January 31 of each year, a wildlife holding license holder shall file a written 
report on activities performed under the license for the previous calendar year. A 
wildlife holding license holder shall submit an annual report on a form available from 
the Department as prescribed by R12-4-409(O). The annual report shall also include 
the following information: 
1. A list of each animal by species held during the year, including the source and date 

the wildlife was acquired; 
2. If applicable, the permanent mark or identifier of the wildlife, such as name, 

number, or another identifier as prescribed in subsection (E) for each animal held 
during the year. This designation or identifier shall be provided with other 
relevant reported details for the holding or disposition of the individual animal; 

3. Whether the wildlife is alive or dead; 
4. The current location of the wildlife; and 
5. A list of all educational displays where the wildlife held under this license was 

utilized during the year, including the date, location, organization or audience, 
approximate attendance, and wildlife used. 

K. A wildlife holding license expires on December 31 of the year that it was issued, or if 
the license holder is a representative of an institution, organization, or agency stated 
in (C)(2), upon termination of affiliation with that entity, whichever comes first. 

L. A wildlife license holder shall comply with R12-4-409, R12-4-428, and R12-4-430. 
 


