
C. Any individual fishing in the waters of Mittry Lake
or Topock Marsh, unless exempted by R12-4-310 or
R12-4-311, shall have in possession either:

1. A valid Arizona fishing license, unless exempted
under A.R.S. § 17-335; or

2. A valid Arizona-Colorado River special use permit
stamp affixed to a valid California fishing license.

D. Any individual fishing in the Arizona portion of
Lake Powell, unless exempted by R12-4-310 or
R12-4-311, shall have in possession either:

1. A valid Arizona fishing license, unless exempted
under A.R.S. § 17-335; or

2. A valid Arizona-Lake Powell stamp affixed to a
valid Utah resident fishing license.

E. The requirements of this Section are in addition to
those contained in A.R.S. §§ 17-342, 17-343, and
17-344.

Authorizing Statute
General: A.R.S. § 17-231(A)(1)

Specific: A.R.S. §§ 17-232, 17-342

Historical Note

Amended effective June 4, 1979 (Supp. 79-3). Amended effec-
tive April 22, 1980 (Supp. 80-2). Former Section R12-4-61
renumbered as Section R12-4-312 without change effective
August 13, 1981 (Supp. 81-4). Amended subsections (B), (E)
and (F) effective December 17, 1981 (Supp. 81-6). Amended
subsections (A), (C), (D), (E), and added subsection (G) effec-
tive December 9, 1982 (Supp. 82-6). Amended subsection (A),
paragraph (1) effective November 27, 1984 (Supp. 84-6).
Amended effective December 13, 1985 (Supp. 85-6). Former
Section R12-4-312 repealed, new Section R12-4-312 adopted
effective December 30, 1988 (Supp. 88-4). Correction, former
Historical Note should read ‘‘Former Section R12-4-312 re-
pealed, new Section R12-4-312 adopted effective January 1,
1989, filed December 30, 1988 (Supp. 89-2). Amended by final
rulemaking at 10 A.A.R. 850, effective April 3, 2004 (Supp.
04-1).

R12-4-313. Lawful Methods of Taking Aquatic
Wildlife

A. An individual may take aquatic wildlife as defined
in A.R.S. § 17-101, subject to the restrictions pre-
scribed in R12-4-303, R12-4-317, and this Section.
Aquatic wildlife may be taken during the day or
night and may be taken using artificial light as
prescribed in A.R.S. § 17-301.

B. The Commission may, through Commission order,
prescribe legal sizes for possession of aquatic wild-
life.

C. An individual may take aquatic wildlife by angling
or simultaneous fishing as defined in R12-4-101
with any bait, artificial lure, or fly subject to the
following restrictions. An individual:

1. Shall not possess aquatic wildlife other than
aquatic wildlife prescribed by Commission order;

2. Shall not use the flesh of game fish, except sunfish
of the genus Lepomis, as bait;

3. May use live baitfish, as defined in R12-4-101,
only in areas designated by Commission order;
and

4. Shall not use waterdogs as live bait in that portion
of Santa Cruz County lying east and south of
State Highway 82 or that portion of Cochise

County lying west of the San Pedro River and
south of State Highway 82.

D. In addition to angling, an individual may also take
the following aquatic wildlife using the following
methods, subject to the restrictions of R12-4-303,
R12-4-317, and this Section:

1. Carp (Cyprinus carpio), buffalofish, mullet, tila-
pia, goldfish, and shad may also be taken by bow
and arrow, crossbow, snare, gig, spear, spear gun,
or snagging. Except for snagging, an individual
shall not practice any of these methods of take
within 200 yards of any boat dock or designated
swimming area.

2. Striped bass may also be taken by spear or spear
gun in waters designated by Commission order.

3. Live baitfish may also be taken for personal use as
bait by:

a. A cast net not to exceed a radius of four feet
measured from the horn to the leadline;

b. A minnow trap, as defined in R12-4-101;
c. A seine net not to exceed 10 feet in length and

four feet in width; or
d. A dip net.

4. Amphibians, soft-shelled turtles, mollusks, and
crustaceans may also be taken by minnow trap,
crayfish net, hand, or with any hand-held, non-
motorized implement that does not discharge a
projectile, unless otherwise permitted by this Sec-
tion.

5. In addition to the methods described in subsection
(D)(4) of this Section, bullfrogs may also be taken
by bow and arrow, crossbow, or slingshot.

6. In addition to the methods described in subsection
(D)(4) of this Section, crayfish may also be taken
with the following devices:

a. A trap not more than three feet in the greatest
dimension; or

b. A seine net not larger than ten feet in length
and four feet in width.

E. An individual who uses a crayfish and minnow trap
shall attach a water-resistant identification tag to
the trap if it is unattended. The tag shall include the
legible name, address, and fishing license number of
the individual using the trap. An individual using a
crayfish and minnow trap shall raise and empty the
trap daily.

Authorizing Statute
General: A.R.S. § 17-231(A)(1)

Specific: A.R.S. §§ 17-231(A)(3), 17-102, 17-301

Historical Note

Amended as an emergency effective April 10, 1975 (Supp.
75-1). Amended effective May 17, 1977 (Supp. 77-3). Amended
effective June 29, 1978 (Supp. 78-3). Amended effective April
22, 1980 (Supp. 80-2). Former Section R12-4-62 renumbered
as Section R12-4-313 without change effective August 13, 1981
(Supp. 81-4). Amended effective December 7, 1982 (Supp.
82-6). Amended subsection (A)(7) and added subsection (E)(3)
effective November 27, 1984 (Supp. 84-6). Amended subsec-
tions (A) and (E) effective December 9, 1985 (Supp. 85-6).
Amended subsections (A) and (E). effective December 16, 1986
(Supp. 86-6). Former Section R12-4-313 repealed, new Section
R12-4-313 adopted effective December 30, 1988 (Supp. 88-4).
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Correction, former Historical Note should read ‘‘Former Sec-
tion R12-4-313 repealed, new Section R12-4-313 adopted ef-
fective January 1, 1989, filed December 30, 1988’’ (Supp. 89-2).
Amended effective January 1, 1993; filed December 18, 1992
(Supp. 92-4). Amended effective October 14, 1993 (Supp. 93-4).
Amended by final rulemaking at 7 A.A.R. 2220, effective May
25, 2001 (Supp. 01-2). Amended by final rulemaking at 10
A.A.R. 850, effective April 3, 2004 (Supp. 04-1).

R12-4-314. Repealed

Historical Note

Amended effective May 3, 1976 (Supp. 76-3). Amended effec-
tive April 22, 1980 (Supp. 80-2). Former Section R12-4-63
renumbered as Section R12-4-314 without change effective
August 13, 1981 (Supp. 81-4). Amended subsection (B) effec-
tive December 31, 1984 (Supp. 84-6). Amended effective De-
cember 30, 1988 (Supp. 88-4). Correction, former Historical
Note should read ‘‘Amended effective January 1, 1989, filed
December 30, 1988’’ (Supp. 89-2). Amended effective January
1, 1993; filed December 18, 1992 (Supp. 92-4). Section repealed
by final rulemaking at 10 A.A.R. 850, effective April 3, 2004
(Supp. 04-1).

R12-4-315. Possession of Live Fish; Unattended
Live Boxes and Stringers

A. An individual may possess fish taken alive under
R12-4-313 on the waters where taken, except when
the take or possession is expressly prohibited by the
provisions of R12-4-313 or R12-4-317, but the indi-
vidual shall not transport the fish alive from the
waters where taken except as allowed in R12-4-316.

B. An individual who places any unattended live boxes
or stringers holding fish shall attach water resis-
tant identification legibly bearing the name, ad-
dress, and fishing license number of the individual
using and holding fish in the live box or stringer.

Authorizing Statute
General: A.R.S. § 17-231(A)(1)

Specific: A.R.S. §§ 17231(B)(8), 17-306, 17-102

Historical Note

Former Section R12-4-64 renumbered as Section R12-4-315
without change effective August 13, 1981 (Supp. 81-4).
Amended effective December 30, 1988 (Supp. 88-4). Correc-
tion, former Historical Note should read ‘‘Amended effective
January 1, 1989, filed December 30, 1988’’ (Supp. 89-2).
Amended by final rulemaking at 10 A.A.R. 850, effective April
3, 2004 (Supp. 04-1).

R12-4-316. Possession, Transportation, or Im-
portation of Live Baitfish, Crayfish,
or Waterdogs

A. An individual may possess live baitfish, crayfish, or
waterdogs for use as live bait only in accordance
with this Section and R12-4-317.

B. An individual may possess or transport the follow-
ing live baitfish for personal use as live bait in
accordance with R12-4-317. An individual who pos-
sesses a valid Arizona fishing license may import
these live baitfish from California or Nevada with-
out accompanying documentation certifying the fish
are free of disease, or may import these live baitfish
from any other state with accompanying documen-

tation certifying that the fish are free of Furuncu-
losis.

1. Fathead minnow (Pimephales promelas);
2. Mosquitofish (Gambusia affinis);
3. Red shiner (Cyprinella lutrensis);
4. Threadfin shad (Dorosoma petenense);
5. Golden shiners (Notemigonus crysoleucas); and
6. Goldfish (Carassius auratus).

C. An individual who possesses a valid Arizona fishing
license may import, transport, or possess live
waterdogs for personal use as bait, except in the
portion of Santa Cruz County lying east and south
of State Highway 82 or the portion of Cochise
County lying west of the San Pedro River and south
of State Highway 82.

D. An individual shall not import, transport, move
between waters, or possess live crayfish for personal
use as live bait except as allowed in 12 A.A.C. 4,
Article 4, and except for the portion of La Paz
County west of Highway 95 and south of Interstate
10, Yuma County, and on the Colorado River from
the Palo Verde Diversion Dam downstream to the
southern international boundary with Mexico.

E. An individual may trap or capture live crayfish as
provided in R12-4-313. A person may use live cray-
fish as bait only in the body of water where trapped
or captured, not in an adjacent body of water, except
for the portion of La Paz County west of Highway 95
and south of Interstate 10, Yuma County, and on the
Colorado River from the Palo Verde Diversion Dam
downstream to the Southern international bound-
ary with Mexico.

F. An individual shall not transport crayfish alive from
the site where taken except for the portion of La Paz
County west of Highway 95 and south of Interstate
10, Yuma County, and on the Colorado River from
the Palo Verde Diversion Dam downstream to the
southern international boundary with Mexico.

Authorizing Statute
General: A.R.S. § 17-231(A)(1)

Specific: A.R.S. §§ 17-231(A)(3), 17-301(C), 17-306

Historical Note

Amended effective May 3, 1976 (Supp. 76-3). Amended effec-
tive June 4, 1979 (Supp. 79-3). Amended subsections (A), (B),
(C), and (D) effective December 29, 1980 (Supp. 80-6). Former
Section R12-4-65 renumbered as Section R12-4-316 without
change effective August 13, 1981 (Supp. 81-4). Amended
subsections (B), (C) and (F) effective February 9, 1984 (Supp.
84-1). Amended effective December 31, 1984 (Supp. 84-6).
Former Section R12-4-316 repealed, new Section R12-4-316
adopted effective December 30, 1988 (Supp. 88-4). Correction,
former Historical Note should read ‘‘Former Section R12-4-
316 repealed, new Section R12-4-316 adopted effective Janu-
ary 1, 1989, filed December 30, 1988’’ (Supp. 89-2). Amended
by final rulemaking at 7 A.A.R. 2147, effective May 25, 2001
(Supp. 01-2). Amended by final rulemaking at 10 A.A.R. 850,
effective April 3, 2004 (Supp. 04-1).

R12-4-317. Seasons for Lawfully Taking Fish,
Mollusks, Crustaceans, Amphibians,
and Aquatic Reptiles

A. Methods of lawfully taking aquatic wildlife during
seasons designated by Commission order as ‘‘gen-
eral’’ seasons are designated in R12-4-313.
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