S. 2012 - Energy Policy Modernization Act of 2016:
Sportsmen’s Provisions


	On April 20, 2016 the U.S. Senate passed S 2012, the Energy policy Modernization Act of 2016 with bipartisan support.  S. 2012 proposes new policies regarding topics such as electric grid modernization and natural gas exportation; it is the first bill of its kind to advance since 2007.  In addition to measures of general interest, several important provisions of the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act were included in a committee amendment to this energy bill.

Amendment 3234 – Subtitle C Sportsmen’s Access and Land Management Issues

Sec. 6201 – Congressional Declaration of National Policy
Declares that it is the policy of the United States and of federal departments to facilitate the expansion and enhancement of hunting, fishing and recreational shooting opportunities on federal land.  In addition to explicitly stating that the management of game species and habitat (including aquatic species and habitat) will include hunting and fishing, this section directs federal agencies to consider hunting, fishing and recreational shooting opportunities in all plans for land, resource and travel management.

Sec. 6212 – Federal Land Open to Hunting, Fishing and Recreational Shooting
Requires Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service lands to be open to hunting, fishing and recreational shooting unless specifically closed.  The exception includes those lands closed before enactment of this legislation such as National Parks and Wildlife Refuges.  The Forest service and BLM retain the authority to implement restrictions, as provided in the subsequent section.

Sec. 6213 – Closure of Federal Land to Hunting, Fishing and Recreational Shooting
Outlines the procedures for permanently or temporarily closing lands to hunting, fishing and/or recreational shooting for reasons of public safety, administration or compliance with existing law.  Requirements for closing land include consultation with state fish and wildlife agencies as well as a public notice and a minimum comment period of 60 days for permanent closure and 30 days for temporary closure.  A publically available report of all lands closed either permanently or temporarily must be made to House and Senate committees annually.

Sec. 6214 – Shooting Ranges
Allows shooting ranges to be established on BLM and Forest Service lands under lease or permit.  National Landscape Conservation lands, Monuments, National Wild and Scenic Rivers and Wilderness including administrative classifications may not be permitted or leased for shooting ranges.

Sec. 6215 – Federal Action Transparency
Requires public reporting of fees, awards, and payments provided under the Equal Access to Justice Act, as well as payments made from the Judgment Fund for claims against the federal government, along with relevant information pertaining to each case.  The report would be made accessible online, with protections for private information regarding individual litigants.



Sec. 6221 – Commercial Filming
Directs the U.S. Departments of the Interior and Agriculture to issue permits and assess fees on an annual-basis for commercial filming on federal land for crews of five people or fewer.  This will allow for greater access for small media groups and individuals.

Sec. 6231 – Bows in Parks
Authorizes the lawful transportation of bows and crossbows on National Park Service lands.  The National Park Service is prohibited from restricting the lawful transportation of bows and crossbows that are not ready for immediate use and remain in the vehicle while in a National Park unit.

Sec. 6232 – Wildlife Management in Parks
Permits the Secretary of the Interior to employ the assistance of qualified volunteers to carrying out wildlife management activities on National Park System lands in accordance with applicable laws, including park regulations and training requirements outlined by the Secretary.

Sec. 6233 - Identifying Opportunities for Recreation, Hunting, and Fishing on Federal Land
Directs all federal public land management agencies to identify high priority federal
lands where hunting, fishing, and outdoor recreation are permitted but where access is
non-existent or significantly restricted, and develop plans to provide access.  A publically available priority list of such lands must be completed and made publically available annually for 10 years and every 5 years thereafter.

Sec. - 6251. Amendments to Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act
Facilities the construction of public target ranges on BLM and Forest Service lands by permitting some Pittman-Robertson Funds to be used for the acquisition of lands needed to expand or construct a public target range.  Directs the Forest Service and BLM to cooperate with state wildlife agencies and local authorities in carrying out activities such as waste removal that encourage continued use of lands as a target range.

Sec. - 6253. National Fish Habitat Conservation / “National Fish Habitat Conservation Through Partnerships Act''
[bookmark: _GoBack]Encourages partnerships among public agencies and parties interested in fish conservation to improve fish habitats and increase fishing opportunities.  Establishes the National Fish Habitat Board, a 25 member board charged with the promotion, oversight and coordination of habitat improvement and conservation projects as well as fish habitat partnerships.
