
OPEN FORUM: Hosted by AZGFD and Arizona Audubon  

February 20, 2016 



 Introductions  
 Review of Ground Rules 
 Overview of Arizona Game and Fish 

Commission Heritage Fund 
• Focus on Acquisition and IIAPM 

portions 
• AGFD Vision for Commission 

Owned Property Use & 
Management 

• Overview of O&M 
• Challenges and Changes with O&M 

 Senate Bill 1631  
 Questions 
 Adjourn 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 Open Forum Agenda 



"It is important that everyone feel comfortable and 
be willing to participate in our discussion. It is also 
important that everyone be willing to listen to one 
another so we can build on each other's ideas. To 
succeed, this will take all of us working together.“ 

We Agree To: 
Follow the Agenda 

Moderator will Call on Speakers 

Challenging/Disagreeing Respectfully 

No Monopolizing 

Do Not Interrupt 

No Side Conversations 

No Hostility or Strong Language 
 

 
 Open Forum Ground Rules 



At least 40% of the monies available under this 
subsection shall be spent on the acquisition of 
sensitive habitat utilized by endangered, threatened 
and candidate species. 

Sensitive habitat means the specific areas within the 
geographical area historically or currently occupied by a 
species or community of species in which are found 
those physical or biological features essential to the 
establishment or continued existence of the species and 
which may require special management, conservation or 
protection considerations. 

 

A.R.S. 17-296 and 17-298 



IIAPM = Identification, Inventory, Acquisition, Protection, and 
Management of Sensitive Habitat (60%) 

 

Heritage Program Funding  
As established in A.R.S §17-298 

  A.R.S. 17-298B 
(60%) 



 Acquisition of sensitive habitat utilized 
by threatened, endangered and 
candidate species (Title17-298) 

 Reintroduction efforts 

 Protection of water to benefit habitat 
and wildlife 

 Reduce and/or prevent species listing 

 Conserve functional habitats across 
landscape   

 Provides recreational and educational 
opportunities for constituents 

 

 
 Purposes for Property Acquisitions 



 66 deeded properties comprised of 121 
parcels 

 16 Heritage deeded properties comprised 
of 26 parcels 
 24 Wildlife Areas (Commission Rule R12-

4-802 and 803) 
 20 Habitat Properties 
 9 Shooting Ranges 
 5 Administrative 
 5 Lakes 
 2 Fish Hatcheries 
 1 Access  

 Deeded properties are comprised of one or 
more parcels with each parcel having 
unique funding make-up 

 
 Commission Owned Properties 



 
 Heritage Acquired 
Properties 



Arizona Game and Fish Commission - Heritage Land Acquisitions 1993-2016 

Property 

Acquisition 
Date of 

Heritage 
Parcel  

Acres Heritage 
Expense Funding of Entire Property 

Arlington Wildlife 
Area 2008, 2009 329 $4,069,183  

Heritage, Federal Aid - Wildlife 
Restoration Funds, Game and Fish 

Fund 
Becker Lake 
Wildlife Area 

2002, 2003, 
2015 296 $1,620,000  Heritage, Game and Fish Fund 

Buck Springs 2009 40 $680,000  Heritage, Special Tag Funds 

Coal Mine Springs 2004, 2006, 
2008, 2009 4,306 $6,769,800  Heritage, Section 6 Recovery Land 

Acquisition Grant 

Yuma East 
Wetlands  2007 21 $125,000  Heritage 

Horseshoe Ranch 2011 199 $2,590,000  
Heritage, Section 6 Recovery Land 

Acquisition Grant, Special Tag 
Funds, and Donations 

Lower San Pedro 
River Wildlife 
Area 

2012 994 $4,673,540 

Heritage, Section 6 Recovery Land 
Acquisition Grant, Natural 

Resources Damage Assessment 
Settlement Funding 



Arizona Game and Fish Commission - Heritage Land Acquisitions 1993-2016 

Property 

Acquisition 
Date of 

Heritage 
Parcel  

Acres Heritage 
Expense Funding of Entire Property 

Page 2014 32 $2,035,000  Heritage 

Picacho Reservoir - 
McFarland 1998 49 $50,000  Heritage 

Quigley-Achee 
Wildlife Area 1997 61 $266,000  Heritage, Game and Fish Fund 

Robbins Butte 
Wildlife Area 1998 610 $1,524  Federal Aid - Wildlife Restoration 

Funds, Game and Fish Fund, Heritage 

Sipe White 
Mountain Wildlife 
Area 

1993 1362 $3,453,600  Heritage, Federal Aid - Wildlife 
Restoration Funds 

Upper Verde River 
Wildlife Area 1996, 2008 1103 $9,359,132  Heritage 

Wenima Wildlife 
Area 1993, 1995 357 $1,450,500 Heritage, Waterfowl Conservation Fund 



Arizona Game and Fish Commission - Heritage Land Acquisitions 1993-2016 

Property 

Acquisition 
Date of 

Heritage 
Parcel  

Acres Heritage 
Expense Funding of Entire Property 

White Mountain 
Grasslands 
Wildlife Area 

1999, 2000, 
2002 2861 $4,178,440  Heritage 

Whitewater Draw 
Wildlife Area 1997 1448 $896,339 

Heritage, Waterfowl Conservation 
Fund, Federal Aid - Wildlife 

Restoration Funds 
Total 14,068 $42,218,059 



Location 
 Approximately 10 miles southeast of Eagar 

and Springerville 
Size 
 1,362 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage, Wildlife Restoration Grant, 

Waterfowl 
Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (spinedace) 
 Game species (waterfowl) 
 Watchable wildlife 
 Wintering deer, elk, pronghorn habitat 
Operation Budget 
(Sipe/Wenima/Grasslands Combined) 
 PS/ERE – $154,190  
 O&M – $87,425 (Federal and CIF) 

 



Location 
 Within the town limits of Springerville 
Size 
 630 acres (296 acres Heritage) 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage, Game and Fish 
Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (spinedace; 

Southwestern willow flycatcher) 
 Game species (waterfowl) 
 Cold water sportfish 
 Watchable wildlife 
 Wintering deer, elk, pronghorn 

habitat 
Operation Budget 
 O&M - $4,000 (Federal) 

 



Location 
 Approximately 10 miles 

southeast of Clint’s Well 
Size 
 40 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage, Special Tag Funds 

from a variety of 
organizations 

Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (spinedace, 

Mexican spotted owl) 
 Northern goshawk 
Operation Budget 
 Project specific 

 



Location 
 Approximately 8 miles 

northeast of Chino Valley 
Size 
 1,102 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage 
Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (spikedace, 

razorback sucker, loach 
minnow, roundtail chub) 

 Riparian habitat 
 Native fish 
Operation Budget 
 O&M - $16,000 (Federal) 



Location 
 Near downtown Yuma 
Size 
 20.84 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage 
Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (Yuma clapper rail, 

Southwestern willow flycatcher, 
yellow-billed cuckoo) 

 Riparian Habitat 
Operation Budget 
 Multi Species Conservation Plan 

- $350,000 for Lower Colorado 



Location 
 8 miles north of Rio Rico west 

of the Santa Rita Mountains 
Size 
 4,306 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage, USFWS Section 6 

Recovery Land Acquisition 
Grant 

Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (Gila topminnow, 

longfin dace) 
 Riparian habitat 
Operation Budget 
 Project specific 



Location 
 40 miles north of Phoenix in 

Bloody Basin 
Size 
 199 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
  Heritage, Section 6 Recovery 

Land Acquisition Grant, Special 
Tag Funds, and Donations 

Management Emphasis 
 Yellow-billed cuckoo 
 Riparian habitat 
Operation Budget 
 $174,397 (Heritage IIAPM, CIF) 



Location 
 West bank of the Gila River 

approximately 3-1/2 miles south of 
Arlington and 15 miles southwest of 
Buckeye 

Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage, Wildlife Restoration Grant, 

Game and Fish Fund 
Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (Northern Mexican 

Gartnersnake) 
 Riparian and aquatic habitat values 
 Small game 
Operation Budget 
 PS/ERE – Robbins Butte WA 

Manager 
 O&M - $75,000 (Robbins Butte & 

Arlington; CIF)  



Location 
 Page Springs 
Size 
 31.64 acres 
Acquisition Funding 
 Heritage 
Management Emphasis 
 T&E species (Northern Mexican 

gartersnake) 
 Riparian and aquatic habitat 

values 
Operation Budget 
 New Acquisition; project specific 



Location  PS/ERE   Base Operational Funding TOTAL  
AGFD Region 1         $241,616  
Sipe / Grassland / 
Wenima   $154,191  (Federal) $87,425  ($83,200 Federal; $4,225 

Capital Improvement) $241,616  

AGFD Region 3         $25,912  
Upper Verde River   $0    $25,912  (Federal) $25,912  
AGFD Region 2 
Page Property $0 New Acquisition 
AGFD Region 4         $139,585  

Quigley   $86,710  (Federal) $52,875   ($16,625 Federal; $36,250 
Capital Improvement) $139,585  

AGFD Region 5           $155,421  

White Water   $81,021  (Federal) $74,400  ($21,250 Federal; $53,150 
Capital Improvement) $155,421  

AGFD Region 6          $419,987  
Upper Gila 
Complex   $72,990   (Federal) $97,600   ($45,000 Federal; $52,600 

Capital Improvement) $170,590  

Lower Gila 
Complex         $75,000   (Capital Improvement) $75,000  

Horseshoe  
Ranch   $64,397  (Heritage) $110,000 

 
($70,000 Heritage; $40,000 
Capital Improvement) $174,397  

Total             $982,521  

Heritage Property 2015 Operational Budgets 



Voluntary Contributions In 
Lieu of Taxes (ARS 17-272) 

 April 23, 1993 

 Law does not apply to: 
 Tax-exempt property 
 Fish hatcheries, game farms, 

shooting ranges, reservoir sites, 
administrative sites, and rights-of-
way to fishing waters 

 Currently paying voluntary 
contributions to eight counties. 
 In calendar year 2015, paid - 

$22,736 
 To date, the Commission has paid 

$257,614 in ‘in lieu’ taxes 
 



Annual Budget    $990 K 
 
FY15  Budget Shortfall  

 Unanticipated costs   $208 K 

 Deferred O and M  $636 K 

 Deferred development $1.0 M 

 Deferred enhancement  $279 K  

Funding Sources 

 Capital Improvement (G &F) 

 Building Renewal (G&F) 

 P/R 

 IIPAM 
 

Operation & Maintenance 



1,002,500 

1,090,000 1,064,000 1,050,000 

1,190,820 

948,000 948,000 948,000 
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Actual Expenditures vs. Base Budget Requirement

FY Expenditure

Base Budget

$587,320 Base Budget 
Shortfall  Over 5 Years



Unanticipated emergency repairs; corrective actions relating to health and life 
safety; actions relating to preservation of assets 

White Water Draw 
• FY11 manager’s residence renovation; exterior painting, new windows, new 

ceilings, asbestos removal, mold removal - $18,000 
• FY12 well repair - $12,080;  
• FY12 water pumping - $45,000 
• FY12 water pumping - $45,000 
• FY13 water pumping - $35,000  
• FY13 tractor repair - $2,000 
• FY14 well electrical upgrades - $5,000 
• FY15 septic system replacement - $17,000 

O&M Expenditures Above Base Budget 



 

Quigley 
• FY11 agricultural well renovation - $18,000 
• FY11 16 ditch panels replaced (entire ditch/40ft) - $5,800 
• Tractor repair - $985 
• FY12 ditch repair - $18,300 

 
Sipe/Wenima/Grassland 
• FY13 bunkhouse septic system replacement - $12,000 
• FY13 re-roof manager’s residence - $8,000 
• FY13 install helical piling to support foundation at residence - $4,500 
• FY14 electrical code upgrades - $30,000 
• FY15 reroof visitor center -  $45,000 

O&M Expenditures Above Base Budget 



 

Horseshoe Ranch 
• FY15 - new domestic well, pump and storage tank - $59,000 
• FY15 - new domestic water distribution system - $17,235 
• FY15 - new generator, battery storage and solar panels - $51,585  
• FY15 - ADA improvements - $6,000 
• FY15 - replace failed section of spring delivery line $12,000 
 

O&M Expenditures Above Base Budget 



Deferred Maintenance 
Examples Relating to Preservation of Assets 
 

White Water Draw 
• Stabilize wetlands to reduce permeability - $200,000 
• Replace sliding door on equipment barn - $8,000 
• Renovate bunkhouse – $30,000 
• Restore pole barn (public meeting facility) - $7,000 
• Refurbish agricultural well #1 - $10,000 
 
Horseshoe Ranch 
• Re-roof main house - $35,000 
• Demolish Tin House - $20,000 



Deferred Maintenance 
Examples Relating to Preservation of Assets 

 

Sipe/Wenima/Grassland 
• Implement Fire Management Plan - $8,000 
• Construct Elk-Proof Fence Along Rudd Creek - $40,000 
• Construct Flood Control Levee at Visitor Entry - $100,000 
• Repair South Solar Well - $6,500 
• Address structural issues with Sipe Barn - $30,000 
• Replace siding on Sipe Visitor Center - $35,000 

 
Upper Verde 
• Remove Old Fence Lines from River Corridor - $5,000 
• Invasive Plant Removal ( Tamarisk, Siberian Elm, Russian Knapweed) - 

$25,000 
 

TOTAL: $559,500 



 Current O&M cost for Heritage 
properties exceeds $1M 
annually 

 Acquisition portion can only be 
spent on property acquisition 
related costs 

 O&M expense absorbed by $$ 
generated from sportsmen 
dollars 

 Reduced funding for other 
important wildlife conservation 
projects 

The Crux of the Issue… 



 Portfolio of properties will grow 
in perpetuity 

 Purchasing value of Heritage 
funding shrinks through 
inflation 

 Creates a growing financial 
obligation and a compounding 
structural deficit 

 Ongoing O&M expenditure 
obligation increases with each 
additional property acquired 

The Crux of the Issue… 





 Maintain and enhance 
biodiversity of Arizona’s wildlife 

 Provide science to make sound 
conservation decisions 

 Develop proactive programs to 
remove the need for listing 

 Delist and recover species 

$3.6 million in IIAPM 
Heritage Funds are used to: 



Heritage Project Examples 

 California condor recovery  
 Black-footed ferret recovery 
 Chiricahua leopard frog recovery  
 Heritage Database Management 

System 
 Mexican Wolf recovery 
 Headwater and roundtail chub 

recovery  
 Desert tortoise conservation  
 Bald eagle management  
 Northern leopard frog conservation 
 Black-tailed prairie dog recovery  
 Sonoran pronghorn recovery 
 Invertebrate conservation 
 



 Custodial  Managing for 
conservation of species 

 Property specific management plans 

 Evaluating all properties for ability to 
dispose portions not providing 
Heritage value 

 Department organizational 
realignment – supports philosophical 
approach 

 Alternative strategies for funding 
operation and 
maintenance/enhancement 

e.g. In-Lieu Fee 

Change in Department Vision 



Structural and philosophical changes to 
improving management of all Commission 
owned properties for the purpose they were 
purchased 

 Required to maintain and/or enhance 
wildlife value 

 Sportsman $$ currently the primary 
funding vehicle 

 Creative solutions to fund maintenance & 
enhancement – In-Lieu Fee 

 Challenges associated with Federal 
Funding 

 Cultural Compliance 

 Human Health and Safety - Liability 

 

Active Management 



 Acquisition doesn’t ensure 
habitat quality alone 

 Active management  

 

e.g. Page Property & gartersnakes 

 

 

Why is Maintenance & Operation 
so Important? 



 Build a number of ponds on the 
property and move production of 
native aquatics there 

 Improve habitat for NMG  

 Transition current native fish 
production to the new property 

 Allows for Expanded Sportfish 
production at BPFH 

 

Active Management…. 

 

Future Management of the Page 
Property 



 Largely on-going and unanticipated emergency 
repairs 

 Operation accounts for 72% of annual budget 
on average 

 Identified in Property Management plans 
annually 

Maintenance 
 Corrective actions relating to health and life 

safety and preservation of assets 
e.g. refurbishing agricultural wells, septic system 
replacement, replacement of  

Operation 
 Maintaining and enhancing value of habitat for 

wildlife  
e.g. stabilization of wetlands; construction of 
flood control levees; riparian restoration 

What are Maintenance and 
Operation? 



Maintenance 

 Inspect and maintain property boundary 
markers and signs 

 Conduct frequent inspections of property 
boundary fences and signing 

 Inspect and maintain property irrigation 
ditches, head gates, and other structures to 
ensure they are operable and convey water 
effectively when needed to fill reservoirs, 
and irrigate property pastures to maintain 
water rights 

 Operations 

 Install water measuring devices at Rudd 
Creek diversion and irrigation ditch 

 

Sipe White Mountain Wildlife 
Area  



Maintenance 
 Infrastructure - Conduct frequent inspections of 

property boundary fences and boundary 
signage 

 Public Recreation - Maintain foot trails, 
benches and signs on trails 

 Infrastructure and Public Recreation - Inspect 
and maintain parking lot, bathroom, kiosk and 
signs on kiosk. 

  
Operations 
 Maintain all water diversions and water 

delivery systems in good working order 

 Plant annual cover crop and perennial seed in 
designated fields 

 Inspect and maintain Little Colorado River bank 
enhancements 

  
 

Wenima Wildlife Area 



Maintenance 
 Refurbish Well 1 

 Evaluate and estimate repair or 
replacement of pole barn roof – ongoing 
wind damage   

 Replace the sliding door on the tractor barn 
– currently stuck in open position   

 
Operations 
 Annually plant the 20 acre field to the north 

of the bunkhouse with a mosaic of milo, 
wheat, corn and moist soil grasses 

 Maintain the main pond berm through dirt 
work to repair erosion annually 

  
 

Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area 



Maintenance 
 Regularly inspect and repair buildings, fences 

and other improvements   

 Manage access to protect sensitive habitat 
and promote non- motorized recreational 
opportunity   

 Inspect, maintain, and repair the four current 
pedestrian and horse gates  

 

Upper Verde River Wildlife Area 



Operations 
 Manage or restrict livestock grazing to 

ensure growth and productivity of native 
upland and riparian vegetation 

 Conduct restoration activities for spikedace 
and loach minnow 

 Improve riparian and stream habitat 
suitability for WSC species such as 
razorback sucker, roundtail chub, bald 
eagle, belted kingfisher, willow flycatcher, 
Mexican garter snake, lowland leopard frog, 
Arizona toad, red bat, spotted bat, and 
southwestern river otter 

 

Upper Verde River Wildlife Area 



62%

24%

14%

Heritage Property Annual
Base O&M Funding

PR Federal $610,649

Capital Improvement Fund
$237,475

Heritage $134,397

Total: $982,521



 Proponents purchase credits from ILF   
program operator (AGFD) to fund ILF 
projects 

 Funds used to implement: 
• restoration, 
• enhancement,  
• preservation and/or  
• creation of riparian, 

xeroriparian/freshwater wetland 
habitats and 

•  O&M of project site in-perpetuity 

AGFD In-Lieu Fee Mitigation 
Program  



 Collaborations with public and 
private entities that wish to 
restore native habitats 

 Provides third party funds: 

 Habitat enhancement projects 
on Commission-Owned 
properties 

 Long term O&M for 
enhancements on project sites  

 Pre and post implementation 
monitoring  

 Adaptive Management 
strategies over time 

Benefits to AGFD 



 Major improvements paid for 
using Fed $$ = forever nexus 

 Requires approval from Fed 
funding entity to dispose 

e.g. Page Springs parking lot 

O&M Challenges…Federal Nexus 



 Increased responsibility in last 5 
years 

 Additional costs 

 Legal responsibility 

 

e.g. Horseshoe Ranch 
pipeline…whole new ballgame 

 

Cultural Compliance  
Responsibility 



• March 28, 2014 AGFD Commission 
Meeting 

• Stakeholder resolution workgroup 
(Workgroup) was convened 

• Evaluate and recommend potential 
solutions to address increased 
costs and liabilities associated with 
operating and maintaining current 
and future Heritage acquired 
properties  

• Guided by 6 Commission tenets   

History of Proposed Amendments 
to Heritage Statute 



1) Proposals considered must provide adequate protection of 
current properties 

2) Future Heritage Fund acquisitions must have O&M built-in 

3) Avoid further use of Sportsmen’s dollars to subsidize O&M 

4) Will not negatively impact Nongame Endangered Wildlife 
Program & AGFD science foundation 

5) Solutions should not rely on federal grants 

6) Solutions should provide flexibility for current and future 
Commission actions 

 

Tenets Set Forth by AGFD 
Commission 



 presented to AGFD Commission 
on September 5th, 2014 

1) Long Term Funding 
Generation/Solutions 

2) Short Term Funding 
Generation/Solutions 

3) Legislative Changes 

Workgroup Recommendations 



• Endowment – held by 501 (c) 3 

• Divest of non-sensitive species value properties 

• Remove non-value added structures from Heritage properties (without historic 
value) 

• Investigate economic potential of new programs such as wildlife watching 
Heritage stamp 

• Modify Heritage language to change acquisition fund percent from 40 – 35% 
for 5% ends up in IIAPM from where O&M expenditures can be made 

• Modify Heritage language to allow for acquisition via non-possessory language 
and divestiture of these properties using same 

• Seek corporate sponsors 

• Develop an O&M assessment with each new property considered for purchase 
 

1) Work Group Long Term Funding Generation/Savings Solutions 



1) Minimize acquisitions that have 
structures/buildings that require 
significant O&M 

2) Crowd funding for specific O&M 
actions 

3) Seek legislative refunding of 
funding swept by prior 
legislature in 2003 - $10 million 
from Heritage acquisitions fund 

 

2) Workgroup Short Term 
Funding Generation/Solutions 



1) Change percentage in Heritage 
Acquisition fund from 40% to 35%  

• so extra 5% ends up in IIAPM from 
where O&M expenditures can be 
made 

2) Allow for non-possessory acquisition 
such as conservation easements and 
disposal of property or portions of 
properties by “conservation buyer” 
under a conservation easement 

 

3) Workgroup Legislative Changes 



1) Take the fundraising strategies and examine them being 
folded into the concept of a nonprofit organization holding 
an endowment; a larger multi-faceted strategy related to the 
current 501(c)3  

2) Identify buildings and structures that may be helpful in 
reducing O&M cost, that don’t really provide value and could 
get through a historic evaluation process for removal  

3) Put together the strategies for fundraising, asset removal, 
mitigation potential, and potential partnerships  

4) Put together a legislative strategy 

 

Subsequent AGFD Commission Direction: 



5) Evaluate other fundraising options such as crowdfunding or a 
Heritage Use Stamp 

6) Development of a legislative package that included options 
for different kinds of property ownership conservation 
easements 

7) Recommendations for adjusting the acquisition portion of 
the Heritage fund to allow for expenditure on O&M costs 

 

Subsequent AGFD Commission Direction: 



 Met with an appropriate 501(c)(3) organization 

 agreed to hold the endowment for the purpose of providing O & M costs 
to the Department.  

 Further evaluated the value of an endowment at current market yields  

 endowment value needs to be at least $20 M to provide the need funds 
to pay current O & M costs 

AGFD Progress Update 



 Currently evaluating methods to 
generate funding…have not found a 
suitable fund source 

 Benchmarked with other state wildlife 
agency programs promoting Heritage 
Stamp or similar licensing mechanism    

 varying degrees of success   

 no instance could be found where 
voluntary stamp proven successful   

 Found no reasonable approach for 
creating the $1.0 M to cover existing O 
& M costs, let alone new costs for 
additional properties  

AGFD Progress Update 



 Evaluation of the potential for 
crowd source funding  

 Consultation with professional 
fund raisers 

• crowd source funding would be a 
potential source for generating 
funding for a specific purpose 
such as property acquisition or 
obtaining a pump to supply 
water to a location  

• little long-term potential to 
meet O & M costs 

AGFD Progress Update, cont’d 



 evaluation of the potential to sell 
portions of a property that had been 
purchased its Heritage value.   

 Review of existing statute 

• Uncertain Commission had ability to 
sell a portion of a Heritage property  

• Sought guidance… 

• Portions of properties can be sold 
only if the portion sold no longer met 
the purpose for which it was acquired 

 Department is evaluating the current 
properties to determine if there is any 
portion of a property that meets this 
condition 

 

AGFD Progress Update, cont’d 



 September 1, 2015 Commission 
Meeting 

 Directed the Department to draft 
legislative language that would 
provide statutory authority to spend 
Heritage acquisition monies for O&M 

 December 4, 2015 Commission Meeting  

 Department presented a legislative 
proposal  

 Ability to spend a portion of the 
Heritage Fund acquisition monies on 
the O&M of Heritage acquired 
properties 

Leading up to SB 1361 



 Introduced January 28, 2016 

 Assigned to Natural Resources 
and Appropriations Committees 

 Heritage Public Advisory 
Committee unanimously voted 
to support  

 Passed by both Senate Natural 
Resources and Appropriations 
Committees 

 

Senate Bill 1361 



 

 

Senate Bill 1361 

17-298. Expenditures from fund; purpose and amounts; annual report 
A. Five per cent PERCENT of the monies received pursuant to section 5-522 shall be 

spent on public access, including maintenance and operation expenses. 
B. Sixty per cent PERCENT of the monies received pursuant to section 5-522 shall be spent 
on the identification, inventory, acquisition, protection and management, including 
maintenance and operation, of PROPERTY WITH sensitive habitat. At least forty per cent 
TWENTY PERCENT of the monies available under this subsection shall be spent on the 
acquisition, TO AQUIRE PROPERTY WITH sensitive habitat utilized USED by 
endangered, threatened and candidate species.  NOT MORE THAN TWENTY PERCENT 
OF THESE MONIES AVAILABE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION MAY BE SPENT ON 
THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE ACQUIRED, INCLUDING THE 
ACQUIRED PROPERTY’S INFRASTRUCTURE.  The commission may dispose of any 
lands acquired for use as habitat by an endangered, threatened or candidate species under 
this subsection when the species no longer qualifies as an endangered, threatened or 
candidate species. The Arizona game and fish commission shall dispose of the land in a….. 



 Language of bill is permissive 

 Does not mandate Acquisition 
portion of fund funds be used solely 
for O&M 

 Would continue to allow all monies 
for property acquisition 

 Provides flexibility to address 
increasing O&M costs 

 Commission directed Department 
to continue to evaluate Heritage 
eligible properties 

 3 under evaluation 
 

Senate Bill 1361…What does it do? 



 Provides dependable funding to 
address mounting financial O&M 
costs associated with 16 
Commission-owned Heritage 
Properties 

 Supports active management of 
properties towards the intent of 
purchase 

 Increased success in native wildlife 
species conservation and recovery 

 Reduces dependency on federal $ 

 Limits use of sportsmen’s dollars 

 Avoids increasing license fees 

Senate Bill 1361…What does it do? 
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