
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Friday, March 4, 2016 

Saturday, March 5, 2016 
City Hall Council Chambers 

1011 N. Coronado Dr. 

Sierra Vista, Arizona 85635 

  

PRESENT: (Commission) 

 

Chairman Kurt R. Davis 

Commissioner Edward “Pat” Madden 

Commissioner James R. Ammons 

Commissioner James S. Zieler 

Commissioner Eric S. Sparks 

 

(Director and Staff) 

 

Deputy Director Ty E. Gray 

Assistant Attorney General Jim Odenkirk 

Assistant Attorney General Linda Pollock 

 

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and led those present through the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  The Commission and Deputy Director Gray introduced themselves followed by 

introductions of the Director’s staff.  Director Voyles was not present.  This meeting followed an 

agenda revision #1 dated March 1, 2016. 

 

Awards and Recognition 

 

Chairman Davis presented the following Commission award certificates: 

 

 Commission Certificate of Appreciation to Department employee Brad Fulk for his 

exemplary efforts managing the pronghorn antelope population in the Sonoita area and 

his community engagement in Region V and Southeastern Arizona 

 Commission Commendation of Achievement to John Millican, President of the National 

Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) Huachuca Gould’s Chapter, for his exemplary efforts 

and leadership working with the Arizona Game and Fish Department to conserve wildlife 

and Arizona’s hunting and angling heritage. 

 

John Millican, representing the NWTF Arizona State Chapter, presented the Department’s Law 

Enforcement Officer Matt Braun with the 2015 NWTF Wildlife Officer of the Year Award.  

Officer Braun was selected to receive this award for his outstanding law enforcement efforts in 

protecting Arizona’s wildlife and for his exemplary work towards the Gould’s turkey restoration 

program. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Deputy Director Gray requested that the Commission pull agenda item #5 from the agenda, 

“Approve Memorandum of Understanding with the National Shooting Sports Foundation.”  The 

Department would like to present this item at a future Commission meeting. 

 

The Commission was in consensus. 

 

* * * * * 
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1.  Call to the Public 

 

Earnest Redlon, an Arizona citizen representing a group interested in the Catalina bighorn sheep 

program, addressed the Commission regarding Department efforts to re-establish bighorn sheep 

in the Catalina Mountains.  Mr. Redlon and his group believe the program has been a failure and 

it was a mistake to put sheep up there because they are being killed.  He would like to see the 

sheep captured and returned to where they came from. 

 

* * * * * 

 

2.  Consent Agenda 

 

The following items were grouped together and noticed as consent agenda items to expedite 

action on routine matters, and/or they were previously presented to the Commission as a “first 

read” item.  Director Voyles presented these items to the Commission and item “a” was removed 

for discussion. 

 

b.  Approve Memorandum of Understanding with the Eastern Arizona Counties Organization 

 

Presenter:  Joyce Francis, Habitat, Evaluation and Lands Branch Chief 

 

The Department requests Commission approval of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 

allow the Department to cooperate with the Eastern Arizona Counties Organization on forest 

restoration efforts through the Four Forests Restoration Initiative. The Department and Eastern 

Arizona Counties Organization (ECO) agree to work cooperatively where mutually beneficial to 

meet common objectives for forest restoration through the U.S. Forest Service Four Forests 

Restoration Initiative (4FRI).  This MOU provides a framework for the relationship with regard to 

future activities.  4FRI is a collaborative forest and habitat restoration project that includes portions 

of the Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino, Kaibab, and Tonto National Forests.  ECO was established 

under A.R.S. 11-952 through an Intergovernmental Agreement among Apache, Gila, Graham, 

Greenlee, and Navajo Counties. 

 

The Department recommends THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO APPROVE A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE EASTERN ARIZONA COUNTIES 

ORGANIZATION AND TO AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR, AS SECRETARY TO THE 

COMMISSION, TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT AS APPROVED OR RECOMMENDED 

BY THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

 

c.  Approve Renewal of a License Agreement with Valley TeleCom Group 

 

Presenter:  Joyce Francis, Habitat Branch Chief 

 

The Department requests Commission approval to renew a license agreement with Valley 

TeleCom Group across the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area.  The Commission has had a license 

agreement with Valley TeleCom Group for placement and maintenance of communication lines 

on the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area since 2006.  This agreement would serve to grant Valley 

TeleCom Group a ten-year, ten-foot wide right-of-way to construct, operate, and maintain 

communication lines. 
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The Department recommends THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO APPROVE THE 

RENEWAL OF A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH VALLEY TELECOM GROUP AND 

AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR, AS SECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION, TO EXECUTE 

THE AGREEMENT AS RECOMMENDED OR APPROVED BY THE OFFICE OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

 

Motion:  Ammons moved and Madden seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS B AND C. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

a.  Commission Priorities Update 

 

Presenter:  Ty Gray, Deputy Director 

 

The Department provided an update on progress towards accomplishing the following 

Commission Priorities: 

 Increase Access/Landowner Relations 

 Customer Service, Technology, Research and Development  

 Comprehensive Wildlife Management 

 Facility Maintenance, Improvements & Real Estate Strategies 

 Maximize Officer Field Time and Promote Fair Chase  

 Public Affairs 

 Customer Recruitment, Retention, & Reactivation 

 Habitat Improvement & Conservation 

 Sportfish Opportunities 

 Maintaining Department and State Authorities for Conserving Wildlife  

 

Assistant Director Tony Guiles provided an update using a PowerPoint presentation on the 

Department’s efforts and successes regarding Public Affairs.  The Commission has 

recommended changing the dynamic from a public information approach to a public affairs 

approach.  The public affairs approach has been to raise issues, start conversations, and shape 

perceptions.  This includes talking about burros, wolves, bison, bighorn and national monuments, 

and getting these issues out to the public through Commission Resolutions, the Chairman’s 

opinion editorials, Commissioners’ Forum, constituent group relations, legislative relations on 

the state and federal level, news releases, e-news, media briefings, add campaigns, and social 

media campaigns such as Facebook. 

 

Information Systems Branch Chief Doug Cummings provided an update using a PowerPoint 

presentation on the Department’s Business Enterprise Development related to the Commission 

Priority regarding Customer Service, Technology, Research and Development.  The Department 

has completed the exit from the ADOA infrastructure.  This is the platform for the Department to 

provide highly reliable access to the Department’s products and services to its customers, such as 

maintaining 100% up time during the recent elk/antelope draw application period.  During this 

time the ADOA data center was taken down twice for systems maintenance, which would have 

meant down time during the Department’s draw application period.  Additionally, the 



Commission Meeting Minutes - 4 - March 4-5, 2016 

 

 

Department has developed a new map tool for “I Support Wildlife” and is expected to launch the 

tool along with the elk/antelope draw results.  This new tool can be integrated with a GPS 

antenna in a smart phone, so it will show you where you are, and you can store map locations 

and be able to return to that location.  Tag surrender, also known as “point guard” is planned for 

launch this summer along with the opening of the fall draw application period.  Game Data 

Management is scheduled to launch in May, which includes game surveys and hunter 

questionnaires. 

 

* * * * * 

 

3.  Legislative Engagement and State and Federal Legislation 

 

Presenter:  Jorge Canaca, Legislative Liaison 

 

Mr. Canaca provided a PowerPoint presentation and briefing on the current status of selected 

state and federal legislative matters.  The presentation included the following: 

 

State Legislative Update 

 

 FY17 Budget:  There were no updates available on the budget 

 Days of regular session:  54 

 Bills posted 1219 

 

HB2465: G&F; in-lieu fee; trust fund; allows the Commission the ability to transfer ILF funds 

into an equity account to gain sufficient interest for long-term O&M of mitigation projects: 

 Passed House Environment, Energy and Natural Resource Committee 7-0. 

 

HB2575: G&F; penalties; law enforcement; omnibus; includes Personal Flotation Device, Civil 

Penalty Authority Clarification, Unlawful Feeding of Wildlife, Wildlife Theft Prevention Fund: 

 Passed House 46-11 

 Passed Senate Natural Resource Committee 5-1 

 Passed Senate Government Committee 4-2 

 Referred to Senate Judiciary Committee 

 

SB1361: G&F; heritage fund; expenditures; provides the Commission the ability to spend a 

portion of the Heritage fund acquisition monies on the Operation and Maintenance of acquired 

properties with sensitive habitat utilized by endangered, threatened and candidate species 

including the property’s infrastructure: 

 Passed Senate 21-8 

 Referred to House Agriculture, Water and Land Committee 

 

Other Bills of Interest 

 

SB1243: Mexican wolf; G&F approval; reporting; Provisions: 1) Commission approval before a 

Mexican gray wolf is released, translocated or cross-fostered in the state; 2) Prohibits the 

Commission from approving the release, translocation or cross-fostering of a Mexican gray wolf 

within three miles of State Trust Land or private property and without full DNA profile on each 
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wolf released, translocated or cross-fostered; 3) Requires the AGFD to report to the Commission:  

a) any death of a Mexican wolf including the cause of death if known; b) number of Mexican 

wolf that are supplemented with feed in the state including the cost of supplementation; c) 

number and the full DNA profile of Mexican wolf captured and the reason for capture;  d) 

location of all collared Mexican wolf; and e) all human and domestic animal incidents that 

involve a Mexican wolf. 

 Passed Senate 21-9 

 Referred to House Agriculture, Water and Land Committee 

 

SCM1014: administratively recommended wilderness; urging Congress; The Legislature urges 

the U.S. Congress to act to prohibit federal agencies from recommending and identifying 

Arizona's public lands as wilderness areas without the express congressional consent. 

 Passed Senate 21-8 

 Referred to House Agriculture, Water and Land Committee 

 

HB2324: G&F; military spouses; resident licenses; allows a member or the spouse of a member 

of the armed forces of the United States who is on active duty and stationed in this state for 

either permanent or temporary duty to purchase a resident license permitting the taking of 

wildlife: 

 Passed House  57-0 

 Passed Senate Natural Resources Committee 6-0 

 Referred to Senate Public Safety, Military and Technology Committee 

 

Congressional Update 

 

H.R. 2406:  Sportsmen’s Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act of 2015 (SHARE Act) 

(Mirrored bill to the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act currently in Senate with a floor vote expected) 

 Passed House 242-161 

 

Provisions  

 EPA Lead prohibition Permanent-Fishing tackle 

 Pitt/Rob Shooting Range 

 WHHCCC Codification 

 Army Corps Firearms 

 Bow and Cross Bows NP 

 FS/BLM - Hunt/Fish/Shoot 

 

Burro Overpopulation Roundtable 

 

On February 23, 2016, Senator McCain held a roundtable discussion regarding burro 

overpopulation.  Attendees included Arizona County Supervisors from Mohave, La Paz and 

Yuma, Chairman Davis, and BLM officials in Washington DC.  At the meeting, Arizona 

discussed its proposal for a partnership to manage the wild burro populations.  Subsequent to the 

roundtable meeting, Senator McCain and Representative Flake issued a letter asking BLM to 

provide feedback on the proposal.  Other considerations include a potential hearing before the 

Senate Natural Resources Committee and/or consideration of an Act to address the issues. 
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Commissioner Ammons commented on SB1361.  If this legislation does not go through, he 

recommends the following three points: 

 Create a priority list of expenses on the 16 current properties owned by the Commission 

that would continue to be maintained 

 Create a plan and analyze expenses for raising funds for some or all of the existing 

buildings 

 Close all Heritage properties that are open to the public until permanent funding sources 

are created. 

 

Chairman Davis stated that he is optimistic that SB1361 will pass, but in the event that it doesn’t, 

he asked Commissioner Ammons if he would Chair a subcommittee to work with the 

Department to deal with the operation and maintenance issue. 

 

Commissioner Ammons stated that he would Chair a subcommittee. 

 

Bison on the Grand Canyon National Park 

 

Chairman Davis asked for an update related to bison on the Grand Canyon National Park. 

 

Mr. Canaca reported that the U.S. Park Service has announced an EA to resolve the 

overpopulation of the bison herd in the Grand Canyon National Park.  The Park Service is taking 

comments.  The Department is notifying stakeholders and interested parties to submit comments.  

Senator McCain and Representatives Flake and Gosar have issued statements to that end.  The 

EA is only evaluating methods of trapping and relocating bison, as well as sharp shooting.  It 

does not consist of an alternative for allowing volunteer hunters to access the Park and remove 

the full carcass as the Commission has directed the Department to work towards.  The 

Department has engaged the Congressional Delegation to develop a legislative fix on the issue.  

An amendment was added to the SHARE Act by Congressman Gosar and supported by other 

members of the Arizona Delegation to allow a management plan using volunteer hunters.  The 

Department is hopeful that the amendment will realize the objective of the Commission. 

 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting recessed for a break at 9:07 a.m. 

Meeting reconvened at 9:20 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

4.  Commission Authorization for a Temporary Price Reduction for Licenses per A.R.S. § 17-

333.B 

 

Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Assistant Director, Information, Education & Recreation 

 

Mr. Guiles briefed the Commission on temporary license reductions for the purpose of facilitating 

promotions intended to sell more hunting and fishing licenses and expand the Department’s customer 

base.  The Department is considering two promotional ideas for implementation as follows: 

 Father’s Day Sale:  Give dad a license, get a free kid’s license 

 Mother’s Day Sale:  Give mom a license, get up to three kid’s license free 
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The Department has never had the opportunity to promote the sale of licenses, so it will start 

with easy to implement promotions, measure them, and evaluate their successes.  The 

Department expects current customers will like the promotions and the discounts, but the 

intention is to reach those who are not currently buying licenses. 

 

Chairman Davis discussed with Mr. Guiles that the Department needs to be careful not to neglect 

longtime loyal customers when offering new customers promotions and discounts. 

 

Mr. Guiles stated that the Department is aware and working around that issue.  The Department 

is also looking at holiday weekends where a person can buy a one-day fishing license that is 

good for three days over a holiday weekend.  Other states are successfully utilizing this 

promotion. 

 

* * * * * 

 

5.  Approve Memorandum of Understanding with the National Shooting Sports Foundation 

 

This item was pulled from the agenda by the Commission at the beginning of the meeting. 

 

* * * * * 

 

6.  Designate Patterson Ponds as a Community Fishing Water 

 

Presenter:  Scott Gurtin, Community Fishing Program Supervisor 

 

Mr. Gurtin provided a PowerPoint Presentation and briefing on the Department’s request for the 

Commission to designate Patterson Ponds in St. John, Arizona as Community Fishing Program 

(CFP) water and implement daily bag limits.  At the December 2015 meeting, the Commission 

approved the Department to enter into an Inter-government agreement with the City of St. Johns, 

Arizona to establish a new Community Fishing Water. The remaining process involves 

designation of Patterson Ponds within the municipal boundaries of St. Johns as a Community 

Fishing Water and establishment of appropriate daily bag limits.  Designated waters are 

categorized as ponds or lakes depending upon the size of the water as well as stocking frequency.  

The Department proposes to establish pond limits for Patterson Ponds which includes daily bag 

limits of 2 trout, 2 catfish, 5 sunfish, 1 bass (13 inch minimum length), and 1 white amur (30 

inches minimum length).  Statewide bag limits would apply to any other species at the ponds. 

 

Since rebranding the program in January 2014, the Community Fishing Program has expanded 

by 16 new waters. Patterson Ponds will mark the 17
th

 new water to the program as the 

Department expands into more areas, particularly in rural communities like St. Johns.  The CFP 

established a goal to increase angler participation from approximately 65,000 to 200,000 anglers, 

to increase presence in the number of Arizona communities from 15 to 30 by 2025, and to work 

closely with Sport Fishing Education to increase recruitment of inter-city families and youth by 

using CFP waters. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Madden seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

DESIGNATE PATTERSON PONDS WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES OF ST. 

JOHNS AS A COMMUNITY FISHING WATER WITH DAILY BAG LIMITS OF 2 TROUT, 
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2 CATFISH, 1 BASS (13 INCH MINIMUM LENGTH), 5 SUNFISH, 1 WHITE AMUR 

(MINIMUM 30 INCHES IN LENGTH), STATEWIDE BAG LIMITS APPLY TO ALL 

OTHER SPECIES. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 

 

* * * * * 

 

7.  International and Borderlands Program Briefing Including Monthly Endangered Species 

Update 

 

Presenter:  Francisco Abarca, International and Borderlands Program Manager 

 

Mr. Abarca provided a PowerPoint presentation and briefing on the Department’s International 

and Borderlands Program highlighting binational wildlife recovery efforts and capacity-building 

projects.  One of the key conservation efforts of this program is developing collaborative actions 

for management of Threatened and Endangered wildlife with transboundary occupancy.  This 

informational presentation provided the Commission with an update on the award-winning 

Department binational wildlife collaborations between Arizona and Mexico.  One of the key 

elements of the Department’s wildlife management program is maintaining relationships with 

organizations in Mexico to facilitate collaborative management of transboundary species such as 

the Sonoran pronghorn, Gould’s turkey, and Mexican wolf to aid in recovery of these species.  

The following are several working groups and programs the Department is involved with: 

 Monitoring zoonotic diseases in the Arizona-Sonora region 

 Wetlands conservation workshops and wetlands training programs in Mexico 

 International Resources Committee – Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

 Sonoran Joint Venture 

 Canada/Mexico/US Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem Conservation and 

Management (state agencies representative at the Executive Working Table) 

 Arizona-Mexico Commission 

 Border Governors Conference 

 Binational Recovery Teams 

 

The Department has more than 30 years of successful partnerships which contributes to the 

North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.  Through these partnerships, the Department 

has brought back Arizona native species and has supplemented existing populations.  These 

partnerships have helped the Department to reach its mission and goals through many initiatives 

and recovery plans. 

 

* * * * * 

 

8.  Petition by Jeffrey Sweeney to Restore Bonus Points.   

 

Presenter:  John Bullington, Assistant Director, Support Services 

 

Mr. Bullington briefed the Commission on a petition by Jeffrey Sweeney to restore his bonus 

points.  Mr. Sweeney states that in January of 2015 he purchased a hunt /fish combo license for 
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the sole purpose of obtaining an elk bonus point.  He attempted to apply using the online draw 

system but the system would not allow him to do so.  Mr. Sweeney ultimately submitted a paper 

application but omitted his license number which caused the application to be rejected.  There 

was an issue during the 2015 Elk and Antelope draw that caused applicants to be unable to 

successfully submit an application online.  Some applicants were discovered and manually keyed 

prior to the draw.  Applicants found after the draw were given bonus points.  The Department 

extended the draw for two days due to the technical issues. 

 

Motion:  Ammons moved and Madden seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO HEAR 

MR. SWEENEY’S PETITION. 

 

Vote: Aye - Madden, Ammons, Zieler, Sparks 

 Nay - Davis 

 Passed 4 to 1 

 

Chairman Davis discussed with Mr. Odenkirk and Mr. Bullington that the Commission can only 

reinstate bonus points if it is demonstrated that the Department is at fault.  While the draw was 

extended due to the technical difficulties, Mr. Sweeney submitted a paper application which had 

an error on his part, the omission of his license number. 

 

Commissioner Sparks confirmed with Mr. Bullington that there was no error on the part of the 

Department.  If Mr. Sweeney had submitted his application correctly, it would have been 

included in the draw. 

 

Motion:  Ammons moved THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO REINSTATE MR. 

SWEENEY’S BONUS POINTS DUE TO PARTIAL ERROR BY THE DEPARTMENT. 

 

Motion died for lack of second. 

 

The Commission took no action. 

 

* * * * * 

 

9.  Petition by Aaron Bornstein for 2016 Elk and Antelope Draw.   

 

Presenter:  John Bullington, Assistant Director, Support Services 

 

Mr. Bullington briefed the Commission on a petition by Mr. Aaron Bornstein for the 

Commission to accept his application to the 2016 elk/antelope draw.  Mr. Bornstein states that he 

attempted to apply online for the 2016 elk and antelope draw on February 9, 2016.  When he got 

home from work on February 10, 2016 he had a message on his computer that his “message had 

failed”.  Deadline day was February 9 and so he was unable to try again and therefore was 

unable to apply successfully.  Mr. Bornstein contacted the Department and an investigation was 

completed.  There is no indication that a Department error prevented his application from being 

submitted.  The Department has no records or charges for Mr. Bornstein’s name and there is no 

Arizona Game and Fish receipt in the system. 
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Motion:  Ammons moved and Madden seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

DENY THE PETITION BY MR. BORNSTEIN. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

* * * * * 

 

9A.  Petition by David Carpenter to Restore Bonus Points.   

 

Presenter:  John Bullington, Assistant Director, Support Services 

 

Mr. Bullington briefed the Commission on a petition by David Carpenter for the Commission to 

restore his antelope bonus points.  Mr. Carpenter states that he noticed this year when applying 

for elk that the bonus points for his antelope from past years were not showing.  He states that he 

applied in 2010 and again in 2015 for antelope.  The Department researched all available records 

and found no evidence that an antelope application for Mr. Carpenter ever existed for the 2015 

draw.  The Department did locate 2 profiles for Mr. Carpenter but neither had an application for 

antelope for the 2015 draw.  According to the Department database, Mr. Carpenter applied for 

Antelope last in 2010 at which time he was entered with 12 bonus points.  The system does not 

show any application since 2010, which caused his points to be purged on August 14, 2015.  This 

is in accordance with R-12-4-107 (F 2). 

 

Motion:  Madden moved and Zieler seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO DENY 

THE PETITION BY MR. CARPENTER. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

* * * * * 

 

10.  Appointments to Standing Committees 

 

Presenter:  Ty Gray, Deputy Director 

 

Mr. Gray presented the Commission with Chairman Davis’ proposed appointment of individual 

Commissioners to chair the Commission committees.  Appointments at this time are necessary to 

fill the vacancy left by former Commissioner Mansell with new Commissioner Sparks.  This 

item will be brought back to the Commission at the June Commission meeting for the regular 

selection of appointments to committees by the new Chairman.  The current proposed 

appointments are as follows: 

 

 Heritage and Habitat Committee (Combined HPAC and HPC) 

o Commissioner Ammons, Chair 

o Commissioner Sparks, Vice Chair 

 Legislative Committee 

o Commissioner Davis, Chair 

o Commissioner Madden, Vice Chair 

 Budget and Commission Priorities Committee (New) 

o Commissioner Zieler, Chair 
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o Commissioner Davis, Vice Chair 

 Constituency and Landowner Partnerships Committee (Combined LLSRC and SCG) 

o Commissioner Sparks, Chair 

o Commissioner Ammons, Vice Chair 

 Hunt Orders, Guidelines, and Rules Committee (New) 

o Commissioner Madden, Chair 

o Commissioner Zieler, Vice Chair. 

 

Motion:  Sparks moved and Madden seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

APPROVE THE COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS TO STANDING COMMISSION 

COMMITTEES. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting recessed for a break at 10:12 a.m. 

Meeting reconvened at 10:20 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

14.  Approval of Minutes and Signing of Minutes 

 

Motion:  Madden moved and Ammons seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 5-6, 2016. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

The Commission signed the minutes following approval. 

 

* * * * * 

 

15.  Commissioner Committee Reports 

 

Commissioner Ammons commented on the Department’s outreach education program at 

schools.  His grandson in the fourth grade came home from school all excited because the 

Department had brought the owl, turtle, snakes, etc. to his school.  This is a great educational 

program for kids. 

 

Commissioner Madden commented on the Fair Chase Committee.  The Committee will be 

meeting March 25 and will be seeking direction on its fair chase policies. 

 

Chairman Davis reported that his Legislative Committee has been busy the last couple of weeks.  

He has been working and trying to assist with the everyday matters at the Legislature and has 

had the opportunity to go to Washington DC and work on the burro issue. 

 

* * * * * 

 

16.  Director and Commissioner Comments 



Commission Meeting Minutes - 12 - March 4-5, 2016 

 

 

 

Commissioner Zieler expressed appreciation to Mr. Gray and Department staff for assistance 

with local issues and with constituents in St. Johns.  Department staff have been very responsive 

and do a great job. 

 

* * * * * 

 

12.  Executive Session 

 

The Commission voted to meet in Executive Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03 

(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of discussion and consultation with legal counsel. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Madden seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO GO 

INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 

 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. 

Meeting reconvened at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

11.  Hearings on License Revocations for Violation of Game and Fish Codes and Civil 

Assessments for the Illegal Taking and/or Possession of Wildlife 

 

Presenter:  Gene Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief 

 

Record of these proceedings is maintained in a separate minutes book in the Director’s Office. 

 

* * * * * 

 

13.  Litigation Report 

 

There were no questions or comments regarding the Litigation Report. 

 

* * * * * 

 

17.  Future Agenda Items and Action Items 

 

Deputy Director Gray captured the following future agenda and action items from this meeting: 

 The Department will bring back an MOU with NSSF to the Commission in April (agenda 

item #5) 

 Future Commission Priorities reports will be standalone items and not on the consent 

agenda 

 The Department will have a Heritage O&M item ready in the event the O&M legislation 

does not go through and the Commission wants to establish a subcommittee. 
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* * * * * 

 

Motion:  Madden moved and Zieler seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

ADJOURN THIS MEETING. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

Field Trip:  On Saturday, March 5, from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. the Commission and Department 

staff participated in a field trip from the Wendemere Hotel, 2047 S. Highway 92, Sierra Vista, 

Arizona to Kartchner Caverns State Park, 2980 AZ-90, Benson, Arizona.  No legal action was taken 

by the Commission during the field trip. 

 

 




